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By Philip Haldiman

The global COVID-19 pandemic 
has left the state of profession-
al athletics in a continued state 

of flux, but this year spring training is up 
in the air for a different reason — a pos-
sible Major League Baseball player lockout 
potentially delaying or canceling the sea-
son in Arizona.

Pitchers and catchers are scheduled to 
report to spring training the week of Feb. 
14, with opening day still planned to kick 
off Feb. 26. 

But with reports of little negotiation 
movement, the possibly of a delayed or 
canceled spring training increases, and re-
mained unknown by the print deadline of 
this publication.

This possibility of lost revenue has 
brought concerns from West Valley offi-
cials and businesses.

Cactus League Executive Director Bridget 
Binsbacher said she is concerned about a 
possible work stoppage impacting spring 
training in 2022 but did not want to spec-
ulate on the outcome of the ongoing MLB 
negotiations.

“After two years of COVID-disrupted 
spring training, our stakeholders are count-
ing on a strong 2022 Cactus League sea-
son. I believe it is vital to the recovery 
of Arizona’s hard-hit tourism industry,” 
she said. “I can tell you that we’re hear-
ing from fans across the country that they 
are looking forward to baseball in the Ari-
zona sunshine.”

Banking on a season
Arizona State University’s W.P. Carey 

School of Business in 2018 reported spring 
training generated a total impact of $644 
million, as well as about 6,400 jobs annu-
ally and $31.9 million in state and local 
tax revenues.

But the past two years have come with 

fewer games, fewer fans and fewer out-
of-state tourists visiting Arizona.

In 2020, when the spring training sea-
son was cut short by the start of the pan-
demic, total economic impact generat-
ed was nearly cut in half to $363 million. 
Overall attendance in 2020 was 949,113, 
with about 60% of the games played be-
fore the season was canceled on March 12.

In 2021, though a full spring training 
season was played, overall attendance 
was 446,905, as fan capacity was limited 
to 25% because of COVID-19 protocols.

Because many people still weren’t com-
fortable traveling, local fans made up a far 

larger share of the crowd. Normally, about 
six of 10 fans at Cactus League games are 
from out of state, according to Binsbacher.

All said, Valley cities are preparing for 
spring training to open as planned.

“This much we know: our 10 ballparks 
will be ready to open when needed,” Bins-
bacher said. “During the last two seasons, 
we’ve learned to be prepared for unfore-
seen challenges. That’s why I’m confident 
that no matter what the circumstances, 
our eight host municipalities and the tribal 
community will be ready to work togeth-
er to ensure a safe, secure and enjoyable 

ECONOMIC IMPACT
2020: $363 million
2018: $644 million

SPRING TRAINING
Arizona State University’s W.P. Carey School of Business in 2018 
reported spring training generates about 6,400 jobs annually 
and $31.9 million in state and local tax revenues. But that all 
changed when the pandemic hit in 2020, causing fewer games, 
fewer fans and fewer out-of-state tourists visiting Arizona. With 
the ongoing pandemic and a possible delay or cancellation of 
spring training due to the Major League Baseball players lockout, 
much is left up in the air this year.

SOURCE: ASU/Cactus League

ATTENDANCE
2021: 446,905
2020: 949,113
2019: 1,737,975
2018: 1,774,978

Pandemic continues to cast 
shadows on spring training,

add MLB lockout
Cactus League: Ballparks will be ready to open if, when needed

continued on page 8
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spring training experience for all involved.”

Waiting on a resolution
With no sign of negotiations in sight that 

might lead to an end of the MLB players 
lockout as of press time, local businesses 
directly tied to spring training continue 
to plan for opening day of Cactus League 
baseball as if they weren’t juggling so many 
unknowns.

The Peoria Diamond Club’s mission is to 
raise money to fund West Valley youth 
charities and organizations. The money 
is raised though the nonprofit’s volun-
teer participation in spring training games 
at the Peoria Sports Complex, where it is 
paid according to how many games are 
played in the season. 

The organization is reliant on income 
from activities volunteers provide at 
games, such as a 50/50 raffle, a speed 
pitch booth and auction table.

In 2020, the Diamond Club donated more 
than $18,000 to 10 nonprofits, such as 
Special Olympics of Arizona, Arizona Burn 
Foundation and Desert Valley Elementa-
ry School. The organization’s total giving 
for the 2018-19 season was $115,789 to 
45 children’s charities.

Because of the pandemic the Diamond 
Club canceled its biggest yearly fundrais-
er in 2020 and 2021, a charity game that 
is typically the first game of the season.

General Manager Rosalind Shanley said 
cancellation of any spring training game 
hurts the Diamond Club financially. 

The pandemic has caused the business 
to rely more on sponsorships and dona-
tions to run smoothly, as well as been 
challenging selling sponsorship packag-
es, Shanley said. 

There is still great need, so Shanley hum-
bly asks the community step up and help 
PDC continue to help the kids.

“Although we have a great story and 
many sponsors step up because their 
hearts are in the right place, it is some-
what easier and satisfying to be able to 
supply them benefits, such as our chari-
ty game party and ticket packages at the 
spring training games. It is a nice selling 
point for us, and the last two years have 
proven to be a challenge in providing the 
benefits that we — and they — were ac-
customed to,” she said. “We do digital mar-
keting and have other benefits available 
in those packages, but a day at the game 
for them or their clients is a nice perk.”

Spring training is the premier annual 
fundraising event for the Charros in Scott-
sdale. Funds raised through the sale of 
Charro Lodge passes at Scottsdale Stadi-
um and magazine advertising are donat-
ed back to the community. 

In 2018, the Scottsdale Charros awarded 
more than $1 million to local nonprofits, 
Scottsdale Unified School District schools 
and programs for college scholarships.

Executive Director Dennis Robbins said 
Charros’ revenue was cut by 40% in 2020 
when the pandemic began. And in 2021, 
when stadium capacity was severely lim-
ited, revenue was down more than 50%.

“Last year we cut staff, programs, and 
events because of the pandemic.  If spring 
training were canceled it would make it 
very difficult to raise the revenue we need 
to fund our charity and educational part-
ners,” Robbins said. “It is difficult to plan 
and sell tickets, sponsorships, and adver-
tisements when we are in the midst of 
a lockout.”

Philip Haldiman can be reached at phaldiman@
iniusa.org, or on Twitter @philiphaldiman. 
Editor’s note: Editor Mark Carlisle contributed 
to this report.

The Atlanta Braves are the 2021 World Series Champions. The team’s spring training home is in Florida. [Associated Press]
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By Matt Loeschman
The eternal argument rages on between 

die-hard sports fans: leave human error as 
part of the game or use technology avail-
able to assure the call — some that can al-
ter win/loss outcomes — is always correct?

For the past decade or so, America’s ma-
jor professional sports leagues have veered 
toward using all the tech they have to make 
sure games are called as fairly as possible.

Different leagues have implemented vary-
ing levels of technology into their respec-
tive games 

Here’s an overview of technology in ma-
jor sporting leagues in the U.S.:

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball has used an instant 

replay system for nearly 15 years.
MLB first instituted replay review — to 

be used at the umpire’s discretion — on 
disputed home run calls (fair or foul, in or 
out of the ballpark, fan interference) on 
Aug. 28, 2008.

Replay review was expanded starting in 
the 2014 season, giving managers one chal-
lenge to start the game and allowing them 
to challenge two times in total provided the 
first challenge resulted in an overturned call. 

In addition, a wider range of calls were 
made subject to review. Replay review was 
modified again in 2015, permitting man-
agers to retain their challenge after every 

overturned call. Now, managers have just 
20 seconds to decide whether they want 
to challenge a play.

One of the toughest jobs for MLB um-
pires is calling balls and strikes consistent-
ly. Technology may eventually make that a 
moot point.

Robot umpires will be just one step from 
the major leagues this season as MLB is ex-
panding its automated strike zone experi-
ment to Triple-A, the highest minor league 
level.

MLB’s website in late January posted a 
hiring notice seeking seasonal employees 
to operate the Automated Ball and Strike 
system for 11 Triple-A teams.

The independent Atlantic League became 
the first American professional league to let 
a computer call balls and strikes at its All-Star 
Game in July 2019 and experimented with 
ABS during the second half of that season. 
It also was used in the Arizona Fall League 
for top prospects in 2019, drawing com-
plaints of its calls on breaking balls.

The Major League Baseball Umpires As-
sociation agreed in its labor contract that 
started in 2020 to cooperate and assist if 
MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred decides to 
use the system at the MLB level.

“It’s hard to handicap if, when or how it 
might be employed at the major league lev-
el, because it is a pretty substantial differ-
ence from the way the game is called to-

day,” Chris Marinak, MLB’s chief operations 
and strategy officer, said in March 2021.

MLB also said robot umpires will be used 
at some spring training ballparks in Flori-
da in 2022.

FOOTBALL
The first major sport to implement in-

stant replay in the U.S. was the National 
Football League. 

Prior to the 1986 season, owners voted 
23-4-1 — 21 votes were needed to pass — 
to adopt limited use of instant replay in the 
upcoming year. 

The initial process lacked coach’s chal-
lenges and technology familiar to today’s 
fans. Most reviews were initiated upstairs 
by the replay official, except when game 
officials requested a review of their ruling 
after conferring on the field. 

Over the years, there have been numer-
ous tweaks and improvements to the sys-
tem. Now, coaches are allowed two chal-
lenges per game — if they win both, they 
are given a third and final challenge. A failed 
challenge costs the team a timeout.

A team can only use a challenge if they 
have at least one timeout remaining. Re-
play reviews in the final 2 minutes of each 
half and overtime are initiated from the re-
play booth. All turnovers and scoring plays 
are automatically reviewed from the booth.

Replays are reviewed on-field through 

In this July 10, 2019, file photo, Ron Besaw, right, operates a laptop computer as home plate umpire Brian deBrauwere gets signals from radar with the ball and strike calls during 
the fourth inning of the Atlantic League All-Star minor league baseball game in York, Pennsylvania. MLB will experiment with robotic umpires at the Triple A level this season. 
[The Associated Press]

Technology changes sports 
for the better in past decade
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large Microsoft Surface tablets.
From 1999 to 2020, there 

were 5,608 NFL games played. 
A total of 7,475 plays were re-
viewed and 2,940 (39%) plays 
were reversed. The average de-
lay was 2 minutes, 38 seconds, 
according to NFL.com.

BASKETBALL
Since 2019-20, National Bas-

ketball Association head coach-
es have the option to challenge 
a referee’s call during the course 
of a game.

Each team is entitled to one 
challenge throughout the en-
tire game. A team may use a 
challenge to trigger instant re-
play review of only the following 
three events — a called person-
al foul charged to its own team, 
a called out-of-bounds violation, 
or a called goal-tending or bas-
ket interference violation.

Every NBA game is broadcast 
on television with several cam-
eras, allowing officials on the 
court and at replay headquar-
ters in Secaucus, New Jersey, to 
get multiple angles of the play 
in question.

The Women’s National Basket-
ball Association does not employ 
the coach’s challenge, but does 
use video review in several dif-
ferent situations.

HOCKEY
The National Hockey League al-

lows coaches to have unlimited 
challenges. If a challenge is un-
successful, their team receives 
a 2-minute minor penalty the 
first time and a 4-minute dou-
ble minor penalty each subse-
quent time. In the past, a failed 
challenge only cost a head coach 
his timeout. 

In today’s NHL, coaches usu-
ally only challenge if they are 
100% sure a referee missed a 
call. When a play is challenged, 
it is reviewed by a group of of-
ficials in Toronto and their deci-
sion is then relayed back to on-
ice officials.

The coaches challenge — 
which can be used to challenge 
goaltender interference, offside 
and many other situations, was 
first introduced during the 2015-
16 season. Now, most if not all 
NHL arenas have cameras sta-
tioned on each blue line to more 
easily determine whether a play-
er was offside.

SOCCER
Every Major League Soccer 

match uses VAR, or video assis-
tant referee. This is a qualified 
official who watches the game 
on screens that show every 
available broadcast feed cam-
era angle, in order to provide as-
sistance and advice to the refer-
ee on the field.

The VAR communicates with 
the on-field referee whenever a 
play may merit review, but may 
only be used for “clear and obvi-
ous errors” in four match-chang-
ing situations: goals, penalty de-
cisions, direct red-card incidents 
and cases of mistaken identity.

VAR is used for incidents in the 
four match-changing situations 
often in the background with-
out fans noticing. When appro-
priate, the referee will be ad-
vised to watch the incident on 
a screen by the side of the field.

VAR cannot overrule the final 
decision of the referee on the 
field — it is only used for advice. 
In the 2019 season, MLS refer-
ees reviewed 41 of 1,257 goals 
scored in league play, with 27 
of those goals eventually being 
ruled out.

In the United States’ sec-
ond-tier pro league, United Soc-
cer League Championship, VAR 
has not been implemented de-
spite many fan requests to use 
the system. Phoenix Rising FC 
is part of USL Championship, 
which broadcasts all its match-
es on television and seeming-
ly would have the capability to 
add VAR.
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By Mark Carlisle

Before many of today’s house-
hold names were slugging hom-
ers and striking out batters at 

big league ballparks, they were first in-
troduced to major league play in spring 
training stadiums in the Cactus League.

Each year, spring training in Arizona gives 
a chance to get an early look at many of 
the top prospects in majors. This spring 
could feature five of the top six shortstop 
prospects in baseball.

MLB Pipeline maintains a list of the Top 
100 Prospects in baseball, most recently 
updated midway through the 2021 season. 

Fifty-one of that list are in the minors of 
Cactus League teams, but because of the 
MLB lockout, it has not been announced 
as of deadline which of these prospects 
will be headed to the Valley this spring.

Players who have been invited to spring 
training in the past are likely to be invited 
again. For many younger players, teams 
want to give them some time in the mi-
nors before putting them against big 
league players, even if it is just for an ex-
hibition game.

Some of the best talent is concentrat-
ed in the northwest Valley. In Peoria, the 
Mariners and Padres are two top-ranked 
Cactus League farm systems (second and 
fourth overall) and account for three of the 
top five prospects in the Cactus League. 
In Surprise, the Royals also have a top-
five prospect and are ranked as the sev-
enth-best MLB farm system. Over at Salt 
River Fields in Scottsdale, the hometown 
Diamondbacks are ranked as baseball’s 
ninth-best farm system.

Top Cactus League prospects:
Julio Rodriguez. OF. second-ranked. Se-

attle Mariners
Bobby Witt. SS. third-ranked. Kansas 

City Royals
Marco Luciano. SS. fifth-ranked. San 

Francisco Giants
CJ Abrams. SS. sixth-ranked. San Diego 

Padres
Noelvi Marte. SS. 11th-ranked. Seattle 

Mariners

WEST VALLEY
PEORIA SPORTS COMPLEX

Seattle Mariners
(Player. Position. Ranking in MLB Pipe-

line Top 100 Prospects)
Julio Rodriguez, OF, Second
Rodriguez, from the Dominican Republic, 

is the top-ranked prospect 
on display in the Cactus 
League. (The top overall 
prospect, catcher Adley 
Rutschman, is in the Ori-
oles’ system and will play 
spring training Florida).

Rodriguez’ outfield pros-
pect counterpart Jarred Kelenic, who is a 
year older than Rodriguez, broke into the 
majors with Seattle last year. If Rodriguez, 
21, follows the same timetable, he will 
join the Mariners at some point this sea-
son. That seems all the more likely seeing 
that he thrived in the minors last season.

Since Rodriguez has been invited to 
spring training the last three years, it 
seems all but certain that he’ll make the 
trip again. The 6-foot-3 outfielder also 

San Diego Padres shortstop prospect CJ Abrams 
throws to first base during a 2021 spring training 
game against the Kansas City Royals in Surprise. 
Abrams is one of five top shortstop prospects that 
will likely be coming to the Cactus League this 
spring. [Sue Ogrocki/The Associated Press]

RISING
     STARS

Shortstops shine among top Cactus League prospects in 2022

continued on page 14
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played an Arizona Fall League season with 
the Peoria Javelinas in 2019. Rodriguez 
felt right at home in the West Valley in 
2021, hitting .313 with two home runs 
and two doubles.

Noelvi Marte, SS, 11th
Marte, 20, was not on MLB Pipeline’s 

preseason list in 2021, 
but jumped all the way to 
11th overall by midseason. 
It helped that the 6-foot-
1 shortstop flashed both 
power (17 homers) and 
speed (24 stolen bases) in 
A- and High-A ball last year.

Marte is younger, has not risen as high 
through the minor league ranks as Rodri-
guez and has never been invited to spring 
training before, so it’s more of an uncer-
tainty if he will arrive in Peoria.

The Dominican is in a crowded field 
among shortstop prospects. Despite be-
ing the 11th-ranked overall prospect, there 
are four shortstops ahead of Marte in the 
rankings.

George Kirby, RHP, 33rd
Kirby rose higher up the ranks than any 

other prospect in the Cac-
tus League, jumping from 
92nd to 33rd overall. He 
is the seventh-ranked 
right-handed pitcher.

The 24-year-old was the 
Mariners first-round draft 
pick in 2019 after pitch-

ing at Elon University in North Carolina. 
The New York native struck out 10.6 bat-
ters per nine innings and had a 3.06 ERA 
in 15 starts across High-A and Double-A 
ball last year.

MLB Pipeline ranks Kirby as having the 
best control among any minor league pros-
pect. His walk rate did worsen last year 
compared with two stellar seasons prior. 
He walked just six batters in 88 1/3 innings 
during his final year at Elon and walked no 
one in 23 innings during his first pro sea-
son in 2019. After the minors were can-
celed in 2020, Kirby returned to walk 15 
batters last year. His walks-per-nine-in-
nings rate rose from a combined 0.5 in 
2019 to a still solid 2.0 in 2021.

Emerson Hancock, RHP, 34th
Harry Ford, C, 98th

San Diego Padres
CJ Abrams, SS, 6th
Abrams played a ton in spring training 

for a prospect last year, an 
indication that the Padres 
may be ready to bring the 
2019 sixth-overall pick to 
the majors as soon as this 
year.

The 21-year-old Georgia 
native played in 25 spring 

training games in 2021, though he hit only 
.240 and struck out 13 times in 50 at-bats.

The third-ranked shortstop prospect 
did much better afterward back in Dou-
ble-A, hitting .296 and swiping 13 bases. 
Abrams doesn’t have much power, with 
only five homers in 76 total minor league 
games in his pro career.

Abrams exhibits the MLB Pipeline speed 
ranking among minor league prospects, 
earning the highest possible grade.

Followers of the Friars will know it’s a 
crowded infield at the major league lev-
el that Abrams is trying to break into. The 
weak spot appeared to be Jake Cronen-
worth at second base, but he had a break-
out season last year and became an All-
Star. The big names and hefty contracts 
of Fernando Tatis Jr., Manny Machado and 
Eric Hosmer, all at least one-time All-Stars 
themselves, aren’t likely to budge either.

The possibility of the National League 
designated hitter would open up anoth-
er spot in the lineup for Abrams.

Luis Campusano, C, 37th
Campusano appeared in one major 

league game in 2020, and 
it was a dream, as he hit a 
home run. He started the 
season in the majors in 
2021, and it was a night-
mare. Across 11 games he 
hit .088 and was sent back 
to the minors.

After hitting .295 with 15 homers in Tri-
ple A, the game’s seventh-ranked catch-
ing prospect may be ready for another 
crack at the majors.

Campusano is a Georgia native and was 
the Padres second-round pick in 2017. 
The 23-year-old has been to spring train-

ing the last two years.

Robert Hassell, OF, 43rd
Hassell was drafted eighth overall out of 

high school by the Padres 
in 2020. After not having 
a minor league season in 
2020, the left-hander’s 
first pro experience was 
a dismal spring training in 
2021 in Peoria — he hit 
just .130 and struck out 

16 times in 23 at-bats.
The 20-year-old Tennessee native did 

much better in the minors, hitting .303 
with 11 home runs and 34 stolen bases.

MacKenzie Gore, LHP, 56th

SURPRISE STADIUM
Texas Rangers
Jack Leiter, RHP, 12th
Leiter was the second overall pick in 

last year’s draft and is the 
highest ranked draft pros-
pect among Cactus League 
teams. He is the son of Al 
Leiter, who pitched 19 sea-
sons in the majors.

Right off the bat, Leit-
er is the second-ranked 

right-handed pitching prospect in base-
ball. The high expectations were earned 
from two seasons at Vanderbilt where he 
had a combined 2.08 ERA and struck out 
14.4 batters per nine innings.

Josh Jung, 3B, 48th
Jung is the second-ranked third baseman 

prospect and top among 
Cactus League teams. He 
will be 24 by the start of 
the season and is poised to 
break into a major league 
team that has made a 
splash in the free agent 
market this offseason but 

still has a need at third base.
Jung was drafted eighth overall by the 

Rangers in 2019 after being one of the best 
hitters in Texas Tech history. His stellar col-
lege numbers (.348 average, 1.032 OPS) 
have extended into the pros. After being 
promoted to Triple-A midway through 
last year, Jung hit .348 and had an OPS 

continued on page 16
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of 1.088 in 35 games.
The San Antonio, Texas, native has been 

to the last two spring trainings, hitting a 
combined .267 across 15 at-bats. He’s still 
looking for his first extra base hit in the 
Cactus League.

Cole Winn, RHP, 60th
Winn was picked 15th overall by the 

Rangers in 2018. He had a 
nightmare spring training 
experience in 2021. In his 
lone appearance he walked 
a batter, allowed two sin-
gles, a double and a home 
run while recording only 
one out. The limited sam-

ple size led to an ERA of 108.
That outing was not representative of 

his skills, as he went on to shut down Dou-
ble-A batters in 2021, posting a 2.31 ERA, 
11.2 strikeouts per nine innings and a stel-
lar 0.82 WHIP. He ended the season with 
two Triple-A starts where he struggled in 
the first but had a scoreless five-inning 
performance in the second.

The 22-year-old out of Orange Luther-
an High School in California seems poised 
to break into the majors soon.

Justin Foscue, 2B, 83rd
Sam Huff, C/1B, 91st

Kansas City Royals
Bobby Witt, SS, 3rd
Witt was the picked second overall by 

the Royals in 2019. The 
21-year-old Texas native 
seems on the brink of his 
MLB debut after splitting 
2021 between Double- and 
Triple-A where he hit .290 
and flashed an incredible 
combination of power and 

speed, slugging 33 homers and swiping 
29 bases.

Witt will almost certainly be back for his 
third straight spring training, and some ex-
pect him to break camp in the Royals start-
ing lineup. While Witt is the top-ranked 
shortstop in a competitive field of short-
stops, he can also play third and may start 
his big league career at that position.

The prospect’s combo of power and 
speed is reminiscent of a similarly named 
Royals infielder, Whit Merrifield.

Witt is the son of Bobby Witt Sr., who 
ended a 16-year pitching career earning 
a World Series ring with the 2001 Dia-
mondbacks.

Nick Pratto, 1B, 65th
The 23-year-old Pratto is likely nearly ful-

ly cooked as a prospect af-
ter attending each of the 
last four spring trainings. 
He is the game’s third-
ranked first baseman pros-
pect and the top among 
Cactus League teams.

He split 2021 between 
Double- and Triple-A and had no trouble 
in the minors’ top level, earning a 1.001 
OPS and hitting 21 homers in 63 games 
in Triple-A.

Pratto has yet to dawn the Royals uni-
form in a major league ballpark but has 
done just fine wearing it in Surprise. Last 
year, he played 22 spring training games 
and hit .345 with four home runs.

Like Witt, Pratto comes from Orange 
County, California. He was picked 14th 
overall by the Royals out of Huntington 
Beach High School in 2017.

Asa Lacy, LHP, 66th
Lacy dropped down the pitching pros-

pect rankings after a poor 
pro premiere in 2021. The 
fourth-overall pick in the 
2020 draft amassed a 5.19 
ERA in High-A ball, drop-
ping him from third to fifth 
in the left-handed pitcher 
rankings.

Lacy’s silver lining was a stellar 13.7 
strikeouts per nine innings, but he also 
allowed a dismal 7.1 walks per nine innings. 
He at least ended the minor league sea-
son on a high note, pitching in the Arizo-
na Fall League to earn a 2.345 ERA across 
7 2/3 innings for the Surprise Saguaros.

This year the 22-year-old Texas native 

Jordan Lawlar, drafted sixth overall by the Diamondbacks in 2021, signs a contract with the team on July 31, 2021. 
The 19-year-old is the D-backs top prospect, the sixth-ranked shortstop in a talented field and the 13th overall 
ranked prospect by MLB Pipeline. [Submitted photo]

continued on page 18



It seems such a long time ago that I 
was attending and participating in 
the spring Cactus League activities. 
As a licensed insurance agent, I 
was going to the games to help 
Medicare beneficiaries and those 
who were soon-to-be Medicare 
eligible.

I would arrive at my table at the 
concourse section of the stadium 
and begin meeting and greeting on 
behalf of the Medicare healthcare 
carriers I work with. Around the 
tenth game of the season in 2020, 
we got the news that we were done. 
Like so many other businesses and 
sports, COVID-19 shut us down. The 
rest of 2020 and 2021 drug on and 
passed us by and now here we are in 
2022, still battling this virus.

While my team of licensed insurance 
agents will be participating in 
many of the games, I as a resident 
of Surprise would like you to help 
me recognize an incredibly special 
group of volunteers with a real heart 
for community work which assists 
the city in running these events; the 
Surprise Sundancers.

According to the City of Surprise, 
these volunteers put in the 
tremendous amount of the work 
that it takes to run a baseball 
stadium and host, on average, more 
than 6,000 paying customers per 
game for 30 days in a row. While 
the City of Surprise has a number 
of employees to assist with this 
elaborate operation, they cannot 
host this major event or many others 
without the Surprise Sundancers. 

The Surprise Sundancers is a 
nonprofit organization composed of 
more than 750 volunteers that help 
at each and every game. There are 
hundreds of them supporting sports 
fans with everything from directing 
traffic and parking to taking tickets 
at the gate entrance and helping 
folks find their seats. They are easy 
to spot as each volunteer sports a 
yellow polo or jacket. 

Not only do the Surprise 
Sundancers help with the baseball 
season, but they assist the city 
with every other event the City 
of Surprise hosts as well. These 
other events include the Veterans 
Day Parade and Easter events, 
for example. What’s even more 
impressive is that this group of 
volunteers gives out more than 
$100,000 in scholarships annually.  

The vast majority of members in the 
Surprise Sundancers are seniors. 
I am amazed that despite the 
challenges we have faced over the 
past two years they continue to stand 
up and volunteer. As a resident 
of Surprise and a person working 
with our senior market, I want to 
recognize their contributions to our 
community and simply say thank 
you.

When you attend a baseball game 
this season and you see a yellow 
jacket, please thank them and stop 
by the group’s 50/50 table to buy 
a ticket. They are always there to 
lend a helping hand in Surprise and 
gather funds for those scholarships 
so every little bit each of us can 

give counts. For information on 
the Surprise Sundancers, visit 
surprisesundancers.org.

If you or someone you love should 
ever need Medicare guidance, 
please do not hesitate to call me, 
your licensed insurance agent 
Orlando Cruz, at (623) 826-2580. 
You can also see our list of Medicare 
seminars and schedule of free 
events at agentcruz.com/eventscal. 
Enjoy your spring baseball season 
this year! I hope to see you at 
the stadium. By calling the above 
number you will be directed to a 
licensed insurance agent.

Celebrating the Surprise Sundancers: 
Volunteers with Heart

By Orlando Cruz, Your Licensed Insurance Agent

It seems such a long time ago that I 

Celebrating the Surprise Sundancers: 



18 YourValley.net • Spring Training Guide • 2022

will try to recapture the college success 
he had at Texas A&M, where he had a 2.07 
ERA in three seasons.

Lacy has never been to spring training.

MJ Melendez, C, 67th

CAMELBACK RANCH-GLENDALE
Los Angeles Dodgers
Diego Cartaya, C, 28th
The Dodgers spent years waiting for 

catching prospect Keib-
ert Ruiz to pan out be-
fore eventually shipping 
him to the Nationals in 
the midseason trade that 
brought Max Scherzer to 
LA. Now, another Venezu-
elan catcher tops their list 

of prospects.
The 20-year-old Cartaya had a good 

2021, hitting .298 with a 1.023 OPS in Sin-
gle-A. He’s among the highest newcomers 
on the MLB Pipeline Top 100 list, earning 
the 28th spot. He’s fifth among catchers.

Cartaya has never been to spring train-
ing.

Ryan Pepiot, RHP, 61st
Pepiot’s solid Double-A season in 2021 

was spoiled after he was 
called up to Triple-A. A 2.87 
Double-A ERA was over-
shadowed by a mark of 
7.13 in Triple-A.

Though the 24-year-old 
is on the older side for 
prospects, the poor Tri-

ple-A showing will mean he’ll likely spend 
at least the first few months of 2021 in 
the minors before the Dodgers are ready 
to test him in the big leagues.

The Indianapolis native was drafted by 
the Dodgers in the third round of the 2019 
draft out of Butler University. He has nev-
er played in spring training before.

Pepiot’s always struggled to keep his 
ERA down consistently but boasts a tie 
with Royals prospect Jackson Kowar for 
the top-ranked change-up by MLB Pipeline.

Michael Busch, 2B, 75th
Busch is the fourth-ranked second base-

man prospect but can also play first base 
and played some left field in college. When 
the time comes, he’ll fit right in among a 

Dodger team that values 
versatility among position 
players.

The 24-year-old Minne-
sota native was picked 
31st overall by the Dodg-
ers in 2019 out of the Uni-
versity of North Carolina 

at Chapel Hill.
In Double-A last year, Busch continued 

his knack for the long ball with 20 hom-
ers but poor average, only hitting .267. It 
was a similar trend when he appeared in 
13 spring training games last year. He hit 
only .154 (2 for 13) but managed a ho-
mer and a double.

Bobby Miller, RHP, 78th
Andy Pages, OF, 100th

Chicago White Sox
Colson Montgomery, SS
The White Sox have long been among 

the top-ranked farm sys-
tems in baseball and have 
had many faces toward 
the top of MLB Pipeline’s 
Top 100 in recent years, 
but most of that talent has 
graduated to the majors. It 
led to the team winning its 

division for the first time in over a decade 
last year, but the minors have dried up.

The White Sox are the only team Cac-
tus League team without a single player 
among MLB Pipeline’s Top 100 prospects.

Montgomery was the 21st overall pick in 
the 2021 draft. He got his feet wet in the 
pros in the Valley with a .287 average in 
26 games in the Arizona Complex League.

Yoelqui Cespedes, OF
Jake Burger, 3B

GOODYEAR BALLPARK
Cleveland Guardians
Tyler Freeman, INF, 59th
Cleveland will debut a new name and lo-

gos in Goodyear this spring 
and also will exhibit some 
of their players of the fu-
ture.

Freeman mainly plays 
shortstop but also plays 
some second and third. 
The Rancho Cucamonga, 

California, native was Cleveland’s sec-
ond-round pick in 2017.

Freeman is tied for MLB Pipeline’s top 
hitting grade. In Double-A last year he 
had a remarkable .323 batting average 
but has yet to pair it with any power or 
speed. Great contact hitting may be all 
that’s required for success in the middle 
infield, two positions that are often des-
perate for decent hitters.

Freeman has been to spring training 
each of the past three seasons, amassing 
a .356 average. Though he’s yet to crack 
Triple-A, appearing in 22 spring games 
last year may be a sign the Guardians are 
nearing bringing Freeman up to the ma-
jors soon.

Nolan Jones, 3B/OF, 68th
Jones shows all the signs of a player 

ready to be called up. The 
23-year-old played in the 
Arizona Fall League to end 
2019 — often a spot re-
served for players close to 
making their major league 
debut. After the canceled 
2020 minor league season, 

he spent all of 2021 in Triple-A, and he’s 
been invited to spring training for four 
straight years.

However, his performance at the plate 
has not been great and declined after pro-
motion to Triple-A last season, when he 
hit .238 and had an OPS below .800. Jones 
mainly plays third base but can also play 
first base and right field, all typically po-
sitions awash with big bats to compete 
for spots in the lineup.

The Pennsylvania native is still ranked 
as the fourth-best third base prospect in 
baseball but will have to impress in Good-
year — something he’s not done in his pri-
or four spring trainings — to find a spot 
on the major league roster. If not, he’ll 
have to prove he can exceed in the minors 
before getting his shot in the Big Show.

Jones was originally a hockey standout, 
but concussion issues led to him to focus 
on baseball. He was drafted out of high 
school by Cleveland in the second round 
of the 2016 draft.

continued on page 20
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Gabriel Arias, INF, 82nd
Arias wraps up a talented crop of infield 

prospects for the Guard-
ians. He mainly plays short-
stop but has also played 
second and third.

The Venezuelan native, 
who will be 22 by the start 
of the year, may pass Jones 
in the development stag-

es. Arias has also been to each of the last 
four spring trainings — the first three in 
Peoria with the Padres before he was trad-
ed to Cleveland in 2020 — and also spent 
all of last year in Triple-A. Arias posted a 
.284 average and an OPS just above .800 
— not earth-shattering numbers but bet-
ter than Jones and the bar will be low-
er for Arias since he plays middle infield.

Arias earned MLB Pipeline’s top arm 
grade among prospects, meaning he’ll 
likely end up on the left side of the infield, 
most likely staying at shortstop.

Daniel Espino, RHP, 92nd

Cincinnati Reds
Hunter Greene, RHP, 26th
Greene was the second overall pick in the 

2017 draft. The 22-year-old 
Los Angeles native excelled 
in Double-A last year, with a 
1.98 ERA, but struggled af-
ter being promoted to Tri-
ple-A, where his ERA was 
4.13.

Greene, the fourth-
ranked right-handed pitching prospect, 
was one of three prospects whose fast-
ball earned a perfect grade from MLB Pipe-
line. He consistently throws it 98-102 mph 
and compliments it with a good slider. He’s 
also working on developing a change-up 
and has recently added a low 90s cutter.

In his only spring training appearance 
last year, Greene gave up three earned 
runs in one inning.

Nick Lodolo, LHP, 31st
Lodolo, also a Los Angeles-area native, 

likely will be a rotation 
mate with Greene some-
day soon in Cincinnati.

Lodolo was drafted sev-
enth overall by the Reds 
out of TCU in 2019. He is 

the second-ranked left-handed pitching 
prospect in baseball.

The Southpaw’s 2021 was similar to 
Greene’s — posting a 1.84 ERA in Dou-
ble-A only to notch a 5.40 mark in Triple-A. 
However, Lodolo’s poor Triple-A perfor-
mance was across just three starts.

In two spring training seasons, Lodolo 
has put up a 14.14 ERA. While most ERA’s 
that large are in an outing or two, Lodo-
lo has six spring training outings totaling 
seven innings under his belt. Still a small 
sample, of course, but only one out of six 
outings in spring training was Lodolo able 
to put up a scoreless frame.

Matt McLain, SS, 90th
McLain, from Orange, California, contin-

ues the pipeline of South-
ern California prospects to 
Cincinnati.

The 22-year-old was 
originally drafted by the 
Diamondbacks out of high 
school as the 25th overall 
pick in 2018 but chose to 
go to UCLA. The Reds then 

drafted him 17th overall in 2021.
McLain quickly elevated out of Rook-

ie-ball in the Arizona Complex League and 
was promoted to High-A ball last year. 
Though he mainly plays shortstop, Mc-
Lain has also played center field and sec-
ond and third base.

AMERICAN FAMILY FIELDS  
OF PHOENIX

Milwaukee Brewers
Garrett Mitchell, OF, 51st
Mitchell was teammates at UCLA with 

Reds prospect Matt Mc-
Lain and is from the same 
hometown of Orange, Cal-
ifornia. The Brewers draft-
ed the 23-year-old 20th 
overall in 2020.

The left-handed hitting 
outfielder hit above .350 

in his final year in college and his first par-
tial season in High-A ball, but that average 
dropped to .186 in 35 games in Double-A 
after he was promoted midway through 
2021.

Last year was Mitchell’s first spring train-
ing, but he played in nearly every game 
and hit .367.

Sal Frelick, OF, 88th
Similar to Mitchell, reality quickly caught 

up to Frelick as he skyrock-
eted through the minor 
league levels last year.

Frelick, 21, was the 
15th-overall pick in last 
year’s draft out of Boston 
College. He ended college 
with a .359 average in his 

final season and started the pros with a 
sky-high average of .442 in 20 games split 
between Rookie and Single-A ball.

However, the left-handed batting Bos-
ton native slumped after being promot-
ed to High-A, hitting .167 in his final 15 
games in the minors last year.

Brice Turang, SS/2B
Since being drafted 21st overall in 2018, 

Turang has risen though 
the minor league ranks 
up to Triple-A for the lat-
ter end of last season but 
hasn’t particularly excelled 
at any level. The 22-year-
old has never slugged 
above .385 and his OPS 

has never reached .800.
The middle infielder does add some 

speed — 50 steals across the last two sea-
sons — but he’ll likely need to improve 
his bat before Milwaukee can be excited 
about calling him up.

The Southern California native has played 
in each of the past three spring trainings 
but hit .189 and posted an OPS of just 
.486 across 53 at-bats.

EAST VALLEY
SALT RIVER FIELDS AT TALKING STICK
Diamondbacks
Jordan Lawlar, SS, 13th
Lawlar was drafted sixth overall by the 

D-backs in 2021 and will 
likely need a few years 
in the minors before he’s 
ready to put on a show at 
Chase Field. Still, MLB Pipe-
line ranks him as the pros-
pect with the 13th most 
potential and third among 

players from last year’s draft.
The 6-foot-2 19-year-old is the sixth-

ranked shortstop in a crowded field.

continued on page 22
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It’s not unheard of for a 19-year-old to 
get an invite to spring training, but Lawlar 
is still recovering from a shoulder injury he 
sustained shortly after joining the D-backs’ 
rookie-level Arizona Complex League team 
last August. The timetable for his return 
looked to have him back close to the start 
of the season, but the team will likely be 
careful not to rush him back.

Lawlar had just six plate appearances 
in rookie ball at Salt River Fields in 2021, 
but still managed to impress in that small 
sample, hitting a single and double and 
stealing a base.

In his senior year at Dallas Jesuit College 
Prep in the spring of 2021, Lawlar hit .425 
with four home runs and flashed the speed 
with 27 stolen bases in just 28 games. He 
was named the Texas Gatorade Player of 
the Year. The Dallas-are native had com-
mitted to play college ball for Vanderbilt 
before he was drafted by the D-backs.

Corbin Carroll, OF, 20th, 5th outfielder
Carroll also suffered a season-ending 

shoulder injury early in 
the minor league season 
last year. He’d gotten off 
to a meteoric start prior 
to that, hitting .435 with 
a 1.465 OPS.

The D-backs’ 2019 first-
round pick (16th overall) 

has been invited to spring training each 
of the past two years but has only one at-
bat per year to show for it, striking out 
each time.

Carroll, the fifth-ranked outfield pros-
pect in baseball, is part of a crowded out-
field crop. Pavin Smith, who plays first 
base and outfield, became a regular in the 
major last year. Though Seth Beer mainly 
plays first, he could bring more competi-
tion for outfield spots if he bumps Smith 
to the outfield. Beer also projects to play 
in the majors in 2022 after five games in 
the bigs last year. The possibility of the 
National League adding a designated hit-
ter would help each fit into the lineup.

Still in the minors alongside Carroll are 
outfielders Alek Thomas and Kristian Rob-
inson, though Robinson, a native of the 
Bahamas, has sat out since he was arrest-
ed in spring 2020 for allegedly assaulting 
an Arizona Department of Public Safe-
ty officer.

The 21-year-old Carroll is the fastest of 
the D-backs outfield prospects and while 
Robinson and Thomas have both main-
ly played center field in the minors, Car-
roll is likely to beat them out for the spot 
and be a terrific defensive center fielder.

Alek Thomas, OF, 40th, 10th outfielder
Thomas had committed to play both 

baseball and football at TCU 
before he was drafted by 
the Diamondbacks in the 
second round of the 2018 
draft. The Chicago native is 
ranked as baseball’s 10th 
best outfield prospect.

Though Thomas is 
ranked behind Carroll, he may jump into 
the majors first because Carroll’s injury last 
season slowed him down, especially after 
all minor leaguers lost a season when the 
minors shut down in 2020.

Thomas was promoted to Triple A mid-
way through 2021 and thrived, hitting 
.369 with 11 doubles, four triples and eight 
homers in 34 games.

The Diamondbacks have brought the 
21-year-old to each of the past three 
spring trainings, though he hasn’t played 
much. He’s gone 2 for 8 with a home run.

Scouts expect he will play either cen-
ter or left, both a fit for his above-aver-
age speed and below-average arm power.

Seth Beer, 1B/OF, 4th first baseman
Beer is the fourth-ranked first baseman 

prospect and has played in 
spring training in each of 
the past three years.

The 25-year-old is not 
likely to be considered a 
prospect for much longer, 
as he played five games in 
the major at the end of last 

season and is expected to be a regular in 
the D-backs lineup this season.

Beer made quite the splash with his cup 
of coffee in the majors, going 4 for 9 with 
a double and a home run.

The Illinois native was undrafted out of 
high school but was so impressive at Clem-
son, including winning Baseball America’s 
Freshman of the Year honors in 2016, he 
boosted his draft status to a first-round 
pick out of college in 2018. Beer was draft-
ed by the Astros but was one of four mi-

nor leaguers sent to Arizona in the Zack 
Greinke trade.

A.J. Vukovich. 3B. 10th ranked third 
baseman

Blake Walston. LHP
Ryne Nelson. RHP

Colorado Rockies
Zac Veen. OF. 50th
Veen was the ninth-overall pick out of 

high school in 2020. The 
Florida native skipped 
Rookie ball and went 
straight to Single-A where 
he proved capable in every 
offensive aspect, hitting 
for good average (.301), 
decent power (15 homers) 

and great speed (36 steals).
Scouts think the 6-foot-4, left-handed 

hitting Veen may have the speed to play 
center in the pros, but the Rockies have 
yet to put him there. He’s mainly played 
rightfield and some left.

Benny Montgomery, OF, 93rd
Ryan Rolison, LHP, 95th

SCOTTSDALE STADIUM
San Francisco Giants
Marco Luciano, SS, 5th
Luciano is the third-best prospect in the 

Cactus League and the sec-
ond-best shortstop pros-
pect in baseball.

Scouts think the 20-year-
old Dominican Republic 
native will likely need one 
more year in the minors 
before he debuts. He’s 

only reached High-A ball, but he started 
last season playing in nearly every game 
in spring training and ended it back in the 
Valley for the Arizona Fall League — spots 
often reserved for players knocking on 
the door of the majors.

Luciano’s most impressive aspect is his 
pop at the plate, slugging a combined .500 
in two minor league seasons, and he has 
a knack for drawing walks when teams 
pitch around him.

In the majors, shortstop is occupied by 
four-time Gold Glover and 2021 MVP can-
didate Brandon Crawford. Scouts say Lu-

continued on page 42



No one understands the importance of community like Del Webb. That’s why we can say we offer 

much more than a beautiful home; we offer a place to belong. Our communities are an extension of 

the homeowners who live there—a collection of passions and activities you love to enjoy with others. 

And now there’s even more reason to visit Sun City Anthem in the East Valley, or Sun City Festival in the 

West. Discover new amenities, new neighborhoods, and quick move-in homes available, right now. 

Experience how good each day can be in a Del Webb home built to match your lifestyle.

2 Active Adult Communities in the Phoenix Area

New homes from the low $300Ks.

We Believe in Life Well Led

At least one resident of household must be 55 years of age or older, and additional restrictions apply. Some residents may be younger than 55. Prices may not include lot premiums, upgrades and options. Community Association and golf fees may be required. Prices, 
promotions, incentives, features, options, amenities, floor plans, elevations, designs, materials, and dimensions are subject to change without notice and may not be available on all homes or in a particular community or may be unavailable due to an individual home’s 
construction schedule. Square footage and dimensions are estimated and may vary in actual construction. Community improvements and recreational features and amenities described are based upon current development plans which are subject to change and which are 
under no obligation to be completed. Actual position of house on lot will be determined by the site plan and plot plan. Floor plans are the property of PulteGroup, Inc. and its affiliates and are protected by U.S. copyright laws. For further information, see our terms of use. The Del Webb 
logo is a registered trademark of PH4 Corporation. This is not an offering to residents of NY, NJ, CA or CT or where otherwise prohibited by law. © 2022 PulteGroup, INC. All Rights Reserved. February 2022 ROC# 079383

Phoenix East Valley 

520-729-2205  |  delwebb.com/suncityanthem

Phoenix West Valley

928-228-4609  |  delwebb.com/festival

NEW AMENITIES NOW OPEN
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#1 SPORTS
 HANDICAPPING 

SERVICE

K I N G C A P P E R S. C O M

Follow us on

O� ering Wagering Advice
Get an edge on the Sportsbook and start Winning!



Commercial Real Estate Agent, 
Residential Realtor & InvestmentsResidential Realtor & Investments

Gregory Garcia
602-370-5682 
Gregory.garcia86@gmail.com
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American Family Fields of Phoenix
Home: Milwaukee Brewers
Address: 3805 N. 53rd Ave., Phoenix
Opened: 1998 with extensive renovations in 2019
Tickets: 1-800-933-7890
Features: Recessed playing field and shaded 
concourse with 7,000 seats
Most Unique Concessions Item: Following the 
renovations, larger concession spaces are father 
off the concourse, allowing for better crowd flow. 
They also have one feature not found in the former 
Maryvale Baseball Park: concession workers can 
actually cook there instead of distributing food 
prepped in a commissary. Condiment stations 
now feature Secret Stadium Sauce, imported from 
Miller Park.
Best Known Ballpark Amenity: A family favorite, 
the lawn seating is intimate, sunny and offers a 
great view of the game and place to spread out 
and relax. 
Most Distinguishable Stadium Feature: 
Extensive renovations paid for by the Brewers 
and the city of Phoenix were finished in 2019. 
Upgrades included a new entry plaza will behind 
home plate that feature the primary ticket office 
and gates. The east side of the plaza area includes 
the lobby entrance to the new clubhouse building. 
In addition, an entry to the new retail store from 
outside of the home plate gate allows fans access 
to the store during non-game times.
Best Ballpark Game Tradition: In the middle of 
the sixth inning, the renowned Klement’s Sausage 
Race takes place. The five racing sausages run 
from the right field corner to home plate in a 
battle for sausage supremacy. 
What’s in a name: For years, the stadium was 
known as Maryvale Baseball Park. In November 
2017, the Phoenix City Council voted in favor of 
a plan to renovate the park. The plan keeps the 
Brewers at the American Family Fields of Phoenix 
through at least the year 2042.

Camelback Ranch
Home: Los Angeles Dodgers and Chicago White 
Sox
Address: 10710 W. Camelback Road, Glendale
Opened: 2009
Tickets: 623-302-5000, ext. 2.
Features: More than 118,000 square feet of 
major and minor league clubhouse space, 13 full 
baseball fields and three half-fields with a capacity 
of 13,000 (10,000 permanent seats, space for 3,000 
on the lawn).
Most Unique Concessions Item: If you’re feeling 
hungry, step up to the plate and try an 18-inch 
slice of pizza at Double Play Deli and Pizza on the 
concourse behind home plate.
Best Known Ballpark Amenity: The entire 
Sonoran Desert-inspired complex of Camelback 
Ranch covers 141 acres and includes seating room 
for 3,000 on the lawn, plus 12 luxury suites and a 
party deck.
Most Distinguishable Stadium Feature: A 
5-acre lake system with a river that serves the 
dual purpose of irrigation for the fields and 

beautiful landscaping. The lake is stocked with 
fish and supports numerous species of water fowl, 
including cranes and geese.
Best Ballpark Game Tradition: Kids can run the 
bases post-game on Bowlero Family Sundays, and 
seniors age 55 and up can stroll the bases post-
game on Senior Stroll every Thursday, presented 
by Prevagen! Discounted tickets are available 
for active and retired military (with valid ID), and 
seniors for Sunday-Wednesday games, based on 
availability. Discounted tickets are only available 
on day of game at the box office.
What’s new(-ish): Opened before spring training 
in 2020, the Ballpark Boulevard extension gives 
fans another option to slide right into and out 
of Camelback Ranch. The boulevard has been 
extended to meet 99th Avenue, stretching from 
Camelback Road on the south to Maryland 
Avenue on the north. Ballpark Boulevard 
previously dead-ended just beyond Camelback 
Ranch. Visitors now more directly access Glendale’s 
Sports and Entertainment District — including 
Westgate, Tanger Outlets, Gila River Arena (Arizona 
Coyotes) and State Farm Stadium (Arizona 
Cardinals).

Goodyear Ballpark
Home: Cleveland Indians and Cincinnati Reds
Address: 1933 S. Ballpark Way, Goodyear
Opened: 2009
Tickets: 623-882-3430
Features: 8,000 stadium seats, 1,500 lawn seats, 
six luxury suites, terrace seating on the third level 
behind home plate and 300 seats in the Right 
Field Pavilion.
Most Unique Concessions Item: Fans of these 
Ohio-based teams can get a taste of home with 
a Cleveland Polish boy at the 1901 Charter Grille 
of wolf down a Cincinnati Skyline Coney at the 
Queen City Grill
Best Known Ballpark Amenity: The free Kids 
Zone, which includes baseball-themed inflatable 
activities, a kid-sized Wiffle ball field and tons of 
grass to run and play on. 
Most Distinguishable Stadium Feature: The 
statue of “The Ziz” in the Home Plate Plaza. The 
fiberglass sculpture stands 60 feet 6 inches, which 
represents the distance between home plate and 
the pitcher’s mound.
Best Ballpark Game Tradition: Kids can run the 
bases after the game every Sunday
Most Interesting Stadium Tidbit: The name 
for the concession stand behind the center 
field wall — Hangar 46  — ties in the ballpark’s 
airport backdrop as well as the year the city was 
incorporated. 

Hohokam Stadium
Home: Oakland A’s
Address: 1235 N. Center St., Mesa
Opened: Stadium rebuilt in 1997, Oakland 
became the stadium’s tenant in 2015 after further 
refurbishments
Tickets: 1-877-493-2255
Features: Seated capacity of 10,000. Shaded 
terrace level. Lighted stadium. The Right Field 
Lounge is a reserved, covered patio behind 
Section 119 just past first base for guests to enjoy 
a catered meal and watch the game.
Most Unique Concessions Item: Ike’s Love & 
Sandwiches, a true taste of the East Bay.
Best Known Ballpark Amenity: Get a glimpse 
of the batter’s eye. Hohokam takes you inside the 
cage with a live HD view during batting practice.
Most Distinguishable Stadium Feature: Shade. 
Over half of the seating bowl is shaded for the 
entirety of the game. There are also covered patios 
for picnics where fans can still catch every pitch of 
the game.
Best Ballpark Game Tradition: A speed-pitch 
daily competition presented by Baseballism. 
Compete in a number of age categories to 
show off your arm at the game. Winners will be 
announced and shown on the scoreboard and will 
receive Baseballism custom swag only available to 
those who have the best arm.
Most Interesting Stadium Tidbit: The A’s opened 
the original Hohokam in 1977 and played there 
for only two springs. Almost 40 years later, the A’s 
returned to Mesa to open the current rendition of 
Hohokam Stadium — two years after the Chicago 
Cubs played their final game at the site.

Peoria Sports Complex
Home: San Diego Padres and Seattle Mariners
Address: 16101 N. 83rd Ave., Peoria
Opened: 1994, recent renovations of teams’ 
clubhouses and other continuing upgrades to 
stadium were finished in 2017.
Tickets: 1-800-677-1227
Features: Capacity of 11,333, main lighted 
stadium, two clubhouses and 12 full-size practice 
fields.
Most Unique Concessions Item: The foot-long 
“Ruthian” hot dog is reserved for those with a 
bambino-sized appetite.
Best Known Ballpark Amenity: Several craft beer 
brands and flavors from the Pacific Northwest and 
Southern California.
Most Distinguishable Stadium Feature: Peoria 
Cove, a ship-themed kids attraction with a mini 
baseball field, splash pad and playground.
Best Ballpark Game Tradition: Availability is 
extremely limited, but on Sunday games, children 

Stadium Snapshots

continued on page 40
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LOS ANGELES 

ANGELS
2021 Record and Results
Regular Season Record: 77-85
Did not make playoffs

Team Leaders
Manager: Joe Madden
Chairman: Dennis Kuhl 
General Manager: Perry Minasian
President: John Carpino

Ballpark
Angel Stadium of Anaheim    43,250 capacity
2021 Season Attendance    1,512,033

Spring Training Ballpark
Diablo Stadium        9,558 capacity

2021 Team Stats
G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI 
162 5,437 723 1,331 265 23 190 691

BB SO SB TB Avg. OBP SLG OPS
464 1,394 79 2,212 .245 .310 .407 .717

Shohei Ohtani

OAKLAND 

ATHLETICS
2021 Record and Results
Regular Season Record: 86-76
Did not make playoffs

Team Leaders
Manager: Mark Kotsay
President: David Kaval
General Manager: David Forst
Player Development Director: Ed Sprague

Ballpark
RingCentral Coliseum     63,132 capacity
2021 Season Attendance     701,430

Spring Training Ballpark
HoHoKam Stadium      12,500 capacity

2021 Team Stats
G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI 
162 5,395 743 1,283 271 19 199 698

BB SO SB TB Avg. OBP SLG OPS
545 1,349 88 2,189 .238 .316 .406 .722

Sean Manaea

 MILWAUKEE 

BREWERS
2021 Record and Results
Regular Season Record: 95-67, NL Central Division Champions
Post Season Record: Lost NL Divisional Series 3-1

Team Leaders
Manager: Craig Counsell
Chairman and Principal Owner: Mark Attanasio
General Manager: Matt Arnold
Player Development Director: Carlos Villanueva

Ballpark
Miller Park         41,900 capacity
2021 Season Attendance    1,824,282

Spring Training Ballpark
American Family Fields of Phoenix    7,000 capacity

2021 Team Stats
G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI 
162 5,362 738 1,251 255 18 194 700

BB SO SB TB Avg. OBP SLG OPS
586 1,465 82 2,124 .233 .317 .396 .713

Devon Williams

TRIVIA TIME
Test your knowledge on Arizona spring baseball

By Jason W. Brooks
From its humble beginnings of hosting just a handful of teams in the mid- 1900s, Arizona’s Cactus 
League spring training has grown to half of the teams in Major League Baseball each year. 

QUESTIONS – See the answers on page 40

1.	 The Baltimore Orioles only came to Arizona once for spring training — the same year they moved 	
	 after 53 years as the St. Louis Browns. Which year was it?

2.	Which Arizona spring training team broke a 108-year World Series championship drought in 2016?

3.	 How many Major League teams currently call Chandler home?

4.	Which state has the most teams that go to Arizona for spring training?

5.	Which team started coming to Arizona for spring training in 2009 after more than 60 years of 	
	 going to Vero Beach, Florida?

6.	 Where did the Chicago White Sox train and play in Arizona before moving to Camelback Ranch?

7.	 On March 23, 2017, which career pitcher hit a 465-foot home run at Salt River Fields in Scottsdale?

8.	Which current Arizona spring training team, aside from the Arizona Diamondbacks, is closest to	
	  its regular-season home stadium. 

9.	 Who was the first African-American man to manage a team in spring training?

10.	Which 300-game winner came to Arizona for 17 of his 22 spring-training seasons, in the 1960s, 	
	 70s and 80s?

11.	Which Cactus League facility opened in 2014?

12.	What is the name of one of the few vendors ever inducted into a league hall of fame, known for 	
	 “Lemonade, lemonade like grandma made!”?

13.	In 2021, which Los Angeles Angels star hit 468-foot and 464-foot home runs, 13 days apart?

14.	In 2021, which AL team set a team record with four consecutive ties in Cactus League games?

15.	Which Cactus League team will have a new name in 2022?

16.	Which MLB team, then known as the Colt 45s, played in Apache Junction in 1962 and 1963?



Shopping Center
DOWNTOWN SUN CITY WEST
R.H. Johnson & Camino del Sol

only
6.3% SALES TAX

Absolute Salon
Beall’s Outlet

Bob’s Variety & Post O�  ce
BonWorth

Copeland Insurance
Cranstoun Court Jewelry & Watch Repair

Dane Holdings, Inc. 
Edward Jones Investments

Florencia Pizza
Ford’s World Travel
Framed Expressions
Ghostlight � eatre

Hole ‘N’ One Restaurant
Icon Golf Car Superstore

Interiors by � omas
Kyle Shoes

Nino’s Mexican Restaurant
Old Fashion Cuts
Paradise Hearing
Plaza Cleaners II

Quilts Plus
Safeway w/Starbucks inside

Starface 2
Sun Canyon Bank
Sun Desert Nails

Unique Pet Boutique

Support Your Local Businesses 
and Shop in Your Community!

Support Your Local Businesses.. Shop Local

Texas Rangers 
and KC Royals,

Welcome Back to 
Spring Training 

2022!
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Do you experience restless  
legs, leg heaviness, discomfort, 
swelling, tingling or cramping?

WE CAN  
HELP!

 

6750 W. Thunderbird Rd.,Ste. B108 • Peoria

602-843-8317
(next to Union Coffee)

www.thunderbirdvein.com

Dr. Jordan Glenn, D.O.
Board Certified Surgeon

THUNDERBIRD VEIN • 602-843-8317

compression stockings 
With Varicose Vein Treatment

FREE

In-office procedures • Non anesthesia risk • Immediate return  
to normal activity • Covered by Medicare & most insurances  

Clinical expertise • On-site imaging • Experienced staff

COVID-19
SAFETY IS
 OUR TOP 
PRIORITY

SPIDER VEIN
SPECIAL
$220 PER 
SESSION

BEFORE AFTER



30 YourValley.net • Spring Training Guide • 2022

CHICAGO

CUBS
2021 Record and Results
Regular Season Record: 71-91
Did not make playoffs

Team Leaders
Manager: David Ross
Chairman: Tom Ricketts
General Manger: Carter Hawkins
Player Development Director: Matt Dorey

Ballpark
Wrigley Field      41,649 capacity
2021 Season Attendance     1,978,934

Spring Training Ballpark
Sloan Park      15,000 capacity

2021 Team Stats
G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI 
162 5,306 705 1,255 225 26 210 672

BB SO SB TB Avg. OBP SLG OPS
502 1,596 86 2,162 .237 .312 .407 .719

Jason Heyward

 ARIZONA

D’BACKS
2021 Record and Results
Regular Season Record: 52-110
Did not make playoffs

Team Leaders
Manager: Torey Lovullo
Managing General Partner: Ken Kendrick
President/CEO: Derrick Hall 
Player Development Director: Josh Barfield

Ballpark
Chase Field   48,405 capacity
2021 Season Attendance  1,043,010

Spring Training Ballpark
Salt River Fields at Talking Stick 11,000 capacity

2021 Team Stats
G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI 
162 5,489 679 1,297 308 31 144 644

BB SO SB TB Avg. OBP SLG OPS
537 1,465 43 2,099 .236 .309 .382 .692

Luke Weaver

 LOS ANGELES 

DODGERS
2021 Record and Results
Regular Season Record: 106-56, NL wild card
Post Season Record: Won NL wild card game
  Won NL division series 3-2
  Lost World Series 4-2

Team Leaders
Manager: Dave Roberts
President and CEO: Stan Kastan
President & Baseball Operations: Andrew Friedman
Player Development Director: William Rhymes

Ballpark
Dodger Stadium      56,000 capacity
2021 Season Attendance     2,804,693

Spring Training Ballpark
Camelback Ranch      13,000 capacity

2021 Team Stats
G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI 
162 5,445 830 1,330 247 24 237 799

BB SO SB TB Avg. OBP SLG OPS
613 1,408 65 2,336 .244 .330 .429 .759

Cody Bellinger

 SAN FRANCISCO 

GIANTS
2021 Record and Results
Regular Season Record: 107-55, NL West Division Champions
Post Season Record: Lost NL Division Series 3-2

Team Leaders
Manager: Gabe Kapler
Chairman: Greg Johnson
General Manager: Scott Harris
Player Development Director: Kyle Haines

Ballpark
Oracle Park         41,915 capacity
2021 Season Attendance    1,679,484

Spring Training Ballpark
Scottsdale Stadium      12,000 capacity

2021 Team Stats
G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI 
162 5,462 804 1,360 271 25 241 768

BB SO SB TB Avg. OBP SLG OPS
602 1,461 66 2,404 .249 .329 .440 .769

Joey Bart



- PAID ADVERTISEMENT -

PERIPHERAL
NEUROPATHY AND

CHRONIC PAIN WARNING!
PEORIA, AZ — The most 
common method your doctor 
will recommend to treat your 
chronic pain and/or neuropathy 
is with prescription drugs that 
may temporarily reduce your 
symptoms. These drugs have 
names such as Gabapentin, 
Lyrica, Cymbalta, and Neurontin, 
and are primarily antidepressant 
or anti-seizure drugs. These 
drugs may cause you to feel 
uncomfortable and have a variety 
of harmful side effects.

Chronic pain and/or peripheral 
neuropathy is a result of damage 
to the nerves often causing 
weakness, pain, numbness, 
tingling, and the most debilitating 
balance problems. This damage 
is commonly caused by a lack of 
blood flow to the nerves in the 
hands and feet which causes the 
nerves to begin to degenerate due 
to lack of nutrient flow. 

As you can see in Figure 2, as 
the blood vessels that surround 
the nerves become diseased 
they shrivel up which causes the 
nerves to not get the nutrients to 
continue to survive. When these 
nerves begin to “die” they cause 
you to have balance problems, 
pain, numbness, tingling, burning, 
and many additional symptoms.
The main problem is that your 

doctor has told you to just live 
with the problem or try the 
drugs which you don’t like taking 
because they make you feel 
uncomfortable. There is now a 
facility right here in Peoria that 
offers you hope without taking 
those endless drugs with serious 
side effects.

(See the special neuropathy 
severity examination at the end of 
this article)

In order to effectively treat your 
neuropathy three factors must be 
determined.

1)  What is the underlying cause?

2) How much nerve damage has 
been sustained.

NOTE: Once you have sustained 
95% nerve loss, there is likely 
nothing that we can do for you.

3) How much treatment will your 
condition require?

The treatment that is provided 
at Arrowhead Physical Medicine  
has three main goals.

1) Increase blood flow

2) Stimulate and increase small 
fiber nerves

3) Decrease brain-based pain

The treatment to increase 
blood flow, stimulate small 
nerve fibers and get you back 
to health is our new $50,000.00  
SANEXAS UNIT!

In addition, we use a state-of-the-
art diagnostics like the VSAT 
diagnostic unit to accurately 
determine the increase in blood 
flow and a small skin biopsy to 
accurately determine the increase 
in small nerve fibers!

The Sanexas electric cell 
signaling system delivers energy 
to the affected area of your 
body at varying wavelengths, 
including both low-frequency 
and middle-frequency signals. It 
also uses amplitude modulated 
(AM) and frequency modulated 
(FM) signaling. During a 
treatment session, the Sanexas 
system automatically changes to 
simultaneously deliver AM and 
FM electric cell signal energy.

THE GREAT NEWS IS THAT 
SANEXAS IS COVERED 
BY MEDICARE AND MOST 
INSURANCE! Depending on 
your coverage, your treatment 

could be little to no cost to you!

The amount of treatment needed 
to allow the nerves to fully recover 
varies from person to person 
and can only be determined 
after a detailed neurological and 
vascular evaluation. As long as 
you have not sustained at least 
95% nerve damage there is hope!

Arrowhead Physical Medicine 
will do a chronic pain and 
neuropathy severity examination 
to determine the extent of the 
nerve damage as a public service 
to you and/or your family and 
friends. This neuropathy/pain 
severity examination will consist 
of a detailed sensory evaluation, 
extensive peripheral vascular 
testing, and a detailed analysis of 
the findings of your neuropathy.

Arrowhead Physical Medicine will 
be offering this chronic pain and 
neuropathy severity examination 
from now until March 26, 2022. 
Call (623) 889-7398 to make an 
appointment to determine if 
your chronic pain and peripheral 
neuropathy can be successfully 
treated.

Due to our very busy office 
schedule, we are limiting this 
offer to the first 15 callers. YOU 
DO NOT HAVE TO SUFFER 
ANOTHER MINUTE, CALL 
(623) 889-7398…NOW!!!

We are extremely busy and if your 
call goes to our voicemail, please 
leave a message and we will get 
back to you asap.

Arrowhead Physical Medicine

15396 N 83rd Ave. C-101,
Peoria Arizona 85381

Doctors for Health and Wellness
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 CLEVELAND

GUARDIANS
2021 Record and Results
Regular Season Record: 67-95
Post Season Record: Did not make playoffs

Team Leaders
Manager: Terry Francona
Chairman and CEO: Paul J. Dolan
General Manager: Mike Chernoff
Player Development Director: James Harris

Ballpark
Progressive Field          35,041 capacity
2021 Season Attendance     1,114,368

Spring Training Ballpark
Goodyear Ballpark      10,311 capacity

2021 Team Stats
G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI 
162 5,332 717 1,269 248 22 203 686

BB SO SB TB Avg. OBP SLG OPS
453 1,387 109 2,170 .238 .303 .407 .710

Yu Chang

 SEATTLE

MARINERS
2021 Record and Results
Regular Season Record: 90-72
Did not make playoffs

Team Leaders
Manager: Scott Servais
Chairman & Managing Partnerr: John Stanton 
President & Baseball Operations: Jerry Dipoto 
Player Development Director: Andy McKay

Ballpark
T-Mobile Park  47,943 capacity
2021 Season Attendance 1,215,985

Spring Training Ballpark
Peoria Sports Complex 12,339 capacity

2021 Team Stats
G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI 
162 5,355 697 1,209 233 11 199 673

BB SO SB TB Avg. OBP SLG OPS
535 1,492 64 2,061 .226 .303 .385 .688

Kendall Graveman

 SAN DIEGO

PADRES
2021 Record and Results
Regular Season Record: 79-83
Did not make playoffs

Team Leaders
Manager: Bob Melvin
Chairman: Peter Seidler
General Manager: A.J. Preller 
Vice President & Baseball Operations: Nick Ennis

Ballpark
Petco Park  42,445 capacity
2021 Season Attendance 2,191,950

Spring Training Ballpark
Peoria Sports Complex 12,339 capacity

2021 Team Stats
G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI 
162 5,384 729 1,305 273 21 180 695

BB SO SB TB Avg. OBP SLG OPS
586 1,324 110 2,160 .242 .321 .401 .722

Yu Darvish

 TEXAS

RANGERS
2021 Record and Results
Regular Season Record: 60-102
Did not make playoffs

Team Leaders
Manager: Chris Woodward
Chairman & Managing Partner: Ray C. Davis
General Manager: Chris Young
Player Development Director: Ross Fenstermaker

Ballpark
Choctaw Stadium          48,114 capacity
2021 Season Attendance     2,110,258

Spring Training Ballpark
Surprise Stadium      10,o00 capacity

2021 Team Stats
G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI 
162 5,405 625 1,254 225 24 167 598

BB SO SB TB Avg. OBP SLG OPS
433 1,381 106 2,028 .232 .294 .364 .670

Jordan Lyles



Breakfast Daily 9am–11am in Surprise
**Peoria location only Sat & Sun 9am - 11am**

Best Burgers & Ribs in Town!

Fuzzy’s Famous Fresh Fish & Chips 
NOW EVERY DAY $16.99! Guaranteed Best in Town!

All-You-Can-Eat on Fridays Only for $16.99

Sports Grill

Daily 
Specials

Monday 
“Steak Night” 

 Filet Mignon Steak $26.99
Ribeye Steak $24.99 

NY Strip Steak $22.99

Tuesday 
“Pasta Night” 

Spaghetti & Meatballs $10.99
Fettucini Alfredo and More! $11.99

Wednesday
 “Tacos” 

3 Hard Shell Tacos $6.99 

Thursday
 “Burger Night” $6.99 

Build Your Burger Your Way! 

Friday
 ALL-You-Can-Eat 

Fish Fry $16.99 ONLY

623.556.0664
18795 N. Reems Rd. #109•Surprise

SW Corner of Grand Ave & Reems Rd. •Sun: 9:00 AM - 11:00 PM
Mon - Thur: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM Fri & Sat: 9:00 AM - 2:00 AM

623.248.7172
8278 W Thunderbird Rd #101•Peoria

Sun: 9:00 AM - 11:00 PM
Mon - Thur: 11:00 AM - 12:00 AM • Fri: 11:00 AM - 2:00 AM • Sat: 9:00 AM - 2:00 AM

 www.fuzzyssportsgrill.com

2018 TOYOTA 4RUNNER 4WD
#223219A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $46,888

2020 JEEP GLADIATOR  4WD
#214700A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $60,888

2018 GMC TERRAIN DENALI 
#214517A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$33,888

2018 JEEP COMPASS 4WD SPT
#214730A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20,888

2019 JEEP GRD CHEROKEE 2WD
#214717A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$35,888
2019 JEEP GRD CHEROKEE 2WD 
#214717A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$35,888

2018 JEEP RENEGADE SKT    
#213930B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$22,888

2017 JEEP  TRAILHAWK 4WD 
#214375A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$28,888

2019 JEEP LATITUDE 4WD 
#214606A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$26,888

2016 VOLVO XC90 AWD T6 
#214327A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$29,888

2017 TOYOTA FJ SPORT V6
#223214A. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$36,888

2020 GMC ACADIA  SLE
#223226A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$36,888

2016 JEEP LIMITED 4WD
#223157A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$27,888

2017 JEEP WRANGLER 4WD WILLYS
#210142A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$29,888

2017 TOYOTA FJ SPORT V6 
#223214A. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$36,888
2019 JEEP WRANGLER 4WD SPT 
#223207A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$38,888

2018 CHEV TAHOE 2WD LT 
#214292A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$48,888

2019 JEEP LARADO 2WD E
#214615A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$30,888

2019 BUICK ENVISION ESSENCE
#210035B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30,888

2018 CHEV EQUINOX   LT
#F21724A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$22,888

2021 JEEP  GRD CHEROKEE LARADO 
#223247A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$35,888

2021 CHEV TRAILBLAZER RS
#214273A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30,888

www.sandersonford.com
623-842-8600

6400 N. 51st Ave • Glendale, AZ 85301

20K MI
 WHITE PLATINUM 
30063

$43,888
2019 LINCOLN NAUTILUS RESERVE

2019 JEEP GRD CHEROKEE 2WD 2017 TOYOTA FJ SPORT V6

www.sandersonford.com6400 N. 51st Ave • Glendale, AZ 85301
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By Steve Stockmar

Under Arizona’s irresistible sun-
shine, in between Cactus League 
practices and games, the Valley 

of the Sun has plenty to keep visitors’ ad-
ventures going and going.

As always, check on some of these in-
door options for their most current status 
regarding COVID precautions.

OUTDOORS
South Mountain, Phoenix

The 14.3-mile National Trail is a recom-
mended South Mountain hike. South Moun-
tain is one of the largest municipal parks in 
the country at 16,000 acres. Also, hike east 
a few miles along the trail from Buena Vista 
Lookout to Fat Man’s Pass. A narrow nat-
ural tunnel arcs over the trail and makes a 
good turn-around point.

Camelback Mountain, Phoenix
The 1.2-mile Echo Canyon trail (or Sum-

mit Trail) ascends 1,264 feet to the top of 
Camelback Mountain. Experts advise to ex-
pect to use your hands just as much as your 
feet while clambering up this rocky path. 
But since Camelback is the highest moun-

tain in the Phoenix area, its views make it 
all worthwhile. A slightly less steep route to 
the summit is available via the Cholla Trail, 
at the east end of the mountain, which ris-
es nearly the same number of vertical feet 
in 1.75 miles.

Lake Pleasant Regional Park, Peoria
Surrounded by the Sonoran Desert, Lake 

Pleasant features more than 23,000 acres 
of water and unblemished desert landscape 
as one of the most scenic recreation areas 
in the Valley. Adventures to embark upon 
including kayaking, fishing, scuba diving, 
camping, stargazing and even scorpion 
hunting.

Usery Mountain Regional Park, Mesa
The 3.2-mile (round trip) Wind Cave Trail 

makes a great hike in the Pass Mountain. 
Although the “cave” is more of a shallow 
arch than a gaping, mysterious, bat-infest-
ed hole, sweeping views to the north and 
west make it worth a visit.

Boyce Thompson  
Arboretum, Superior

Opened to the public in 1929 and locat-
ed about 45 minutes east of Mesa, the Ar-
boretum features nearly 3 miles of paths 

and trails winding through colorful gardens, 
woodlands and native riparian habitat.

McDowell Sonoran Conservancy, 
Scottsdale

The preserve comprises more than 195 
miles of trails across 30,580 total acres. Free 
guided hike and bike tours offered weekly.

Saguaro Lake
Set in the Sonoran Desert and rimmed 

with canyon walls, boat access camping 
is available at the east end of the lake. Ac-
cording to Bass Master Magazine, the best 
time for trophy bass is February to mid-April. 
From Mesa, travel 27 miles north on State 
Highway 87 to Bush Highway/Forest Road 
(FR) 204 and turn right. Follow FR 204 for 
four miles to the lake.

Cave Creek Ranger  
District, Scottsdale

On Tonto National Forest, it is in the far-
thest left hand corner of the forest and is 
notable for the water, hiking and horseback 
riding recreation. It consists of more than 
570,000 acres of desert, semi-desert grass-
land, Chaparral, and Pinyon-Juniper types 
of vegetation.

Plenty of sunny Valley attractions 
between Cactus League games

From hiking to museums to casinos, everything’s covered

Old Town Scottsdale is a great way to take a walking tour 
through Scottsdale with shopping, eateries and other 
attractions. [Arianna Grainey/Independent Newsmedia]

continued on page 44
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IGNITE YOUR APPETITE

SURPRISE, AZ
15332 W Bell Rd • Surprise, AZ 85374

(623) 295-4567
www.bonfirektap.com

Monday-Thursday: 11:00 am - 10:00 pm
Friday-Saturday: 11:00 am - 1:00 am

Sunday: 11:00 am - 9:00 am

Number one sports bar in Surprise, barbecue smokehouse, 
wood fired pizzas, flame broiled burgers & American cuisine
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CINCINNATI 

REDS
2021 Record and Results
Regular Season Record: 83-79
Did not make playoffs

Team Leaders
Manager: David Bell
Cheif Executive Officer: Robert H. Castellini
General Manager: Nick Krall
Scouting & Player Development Director: Brad Meador

Ballpark
Great American Ball Park     42,319 capacity
2021 Season Attendance     1,505,024

Spring Training Ballpark
Goodyear Ballpark      10,311 capacity

2021 Team Stats
G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI 
162 5,423 786 1,352 295 13 222 756

BB SO SB TB Avg. OBP SLG OPS
553 1,425 36 2,339 .249 .328 .431 .759

Joey Votto

COLORADO 

ROCKIES
2021 Record and Results
Regular Season Record: 74-87
Did not make playoffs

Team Leaders
Manager: Bud Black
Owner, Chairman and CEO: Richard L. Monfort
General Manager: Bill Schmidt
Player Development Director: Chris Forbes

Ballpark
Coors Field          48,897 capacity
2021 Season Attendance    1,938,645

Spring Training Ballpark
Salt River Fields at Talking Stick    11,000 capacity

2021 Team Stats
G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI 
162 5,374 739 1,338 275 34 182 709

BB SO SB TB Avg. OBP SLG OPS
491 1,356 76 2,207 .249 .317 .414 .731

Dom Nunez

 CHICAGO

WHITE SOX
2021 Record and Results
Regular Season Record: 93-69, AL Central champions
Post Season Record: Lost AL wild card game

Team Leaders
Manager: Tony La Russa
Chairman: Jerry Reinsdorf 
General Manager: Rick Hahn 
Player Development Director: Chris Getz

Ballpark
Guarantee Rate Field     40,615 capacity
2021 Season Attendance     1,596,385

Spring Training Ballpark
Camelback Ranch      13,000 capacity

2021 Team Stats
G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI 
162 5,357 796 1,373 275 22 190 757

BB SO SB TB Avg. OBP SLG OPS
586 1,389 57 2,262 .256 .336 .422 .758

Eloy Jimenez

 KANSAS CITY

ROYALS
2021 Record and Results
Regular Season Record: 74-88
Did not make playoffs

Team Leaders
Manager: Mike Matheny
Chairman and CEO: John Sherman
Senior Vice President, Baseball Operations/
General Manager: J.J. Picollo
Player Development Director: Chino Cadahia

Ballpark
Kauffman Stadium  37,903 capacity
2021 Season Attendance: 1,159,613

Spring Training Ballpark
Surprise Stadium  10,000 capacity

2021 Team Stats
G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI 
162 5,427 686 1,349 251 29 163 647

BB SO SB TB Avg. OBP SLG OPS
421 1,258 124 2,147 .249 .306 .396 .702

Daniel Lynch
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Served steamin’ hot, and stuffed way over code, get ready to
enjoy your meatiest, cheesiest, feastiest, tastiest sub ever.

FREE Medium Sub

Visit our tasty restaurant location at:
Firehouse Subs Blvd., 1 U.S. Hwy. Freshville, 000-000-0000

© 2014 Firehouse Subs. This offer valid with coupon at participating
restaurants. Prices and participation may vary, see restaurant for details. Limit
one per customer, per visit. Not valid with any other offers. Exp. 00/00/10.. 

Visit FirehouseSubs.com to order online and find your nearest location.
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Your Sub Helps Save Lives
A portion of every purchase at Firehouse Subs helps provide 
livesaving equipment for fi rst responders across the country.

WELCOME TO FIREHOUSE!!
www.fi rehousesubs.com

Hours of Business : Mon-Sun 10:00am - 9:00pm

follow us       : @fi rehousesubsSurpriseAZ 

Order Pickup, Delivery & Catering 
13820 W Bell Rd • Surprise AZ 85374

623-546-4555

follow us       : @fi rehousesubsSurpriseAZ 

Hankering for a great lunch? Or dinner? Stop in to our Firehouse Subs restaurant in Surprise. Our 
hoagie shop specializes in hot or cold subs made with premium meats and cheeses then piled high 

with fresh ingredients on a toasted private recipe hoagie roll. Our menu will surely satisfy your 
appetite! Founded by Firemen. Proceeds from every meal help local fi refi ghters. Catering available.
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By Jason Stone
Thanks to COVID-19, the sports card mar-

ket has been flying through the roof as 
people have more time to clean out clos-
ets and garages.

But also thanks to COVID-19, the sports 
autograph market has seen better days.

John Gola, owner of AZ Sports Cards, 
10045 W. Camelback Road in Phoenix, has 
experienced the difference during the past 
couple years with the virus keeping fans 
farther way from players and spring train-
ing facilities in Arizona roping off the first 
three rows of seats for players’ safety.

“The last few years with the pandemic 
and them cutting down on accessibility, 
it’s really hurting the business,” Gola said. 

Those who seek autographs, called “gra-
phers,” are doing their best to overcome 
the latest challenges, he said.

But possibly not having a full spring train-
ing season in 2022 because of the Major 
League owners’ lockout is the latest blow 

to the market.
“It’s tough because during spring train-

ing, it’s like Black Friday in here every day,” 
Gola said.

Finding what sells
With access to current players reduced, 

sports collectors are trying to make the 
most from old autographs of past play-
ers and current ones who do sign today.

That’s because in good times, autographs 
from sports legends on bats, balls, jerseys 
and even shoes can make somebody rich.

A Babe Ruth signed 1933 baseball card 
last year sold for more than $761,000, ac-
cording to Bleacher Report, the most ex-
pensive sports figure autograph on record.

At Gola’s store, his most expensive items 
sold were balls with Ruth’s signature, one 
which fetched $10,000 and another one 
that went for $5,000.

Most dealers sell autographs in the range 
of $25 to $2,500, depending on sever-

al factors.
Like anything, the bigger star, the more 

demand player the better.

Affecting value
But whether a player is alive or dead 

can affect the value greatly, said Mike Slu-
sarek, co-owner of The Batters Box, 2855 
W. Cactus Road in Phoenix. Simply put, 
once somebody dies they obviously can’t 
sign anything else, making their existing 
autographs more in demand.

Slusarek said prices can double when 
a player dies, such as the case of Hall of 
Fame baseball player Hank Aaron, who 
died in 2021.

The autograph market is bracing for the 
death of Willie Mays, the Hall of Fame base-
ball player who is now in his 90s.

“When he dies, his autograph will take 
a jump,” Slusarek said.

Kobe Bryant was a death that impacted 
his autograph market.

A signed lifesize cutout of Mike Trout hangs near the door of 
AZ Sports Cards in Phoenix. Shop owner John Gola estimates 
it could be worth $3,000 to $5,000, although he doesn’t plan 
to sell it. [Jason Stone/Independent Newsmedia]

COVID slows sports 
autograph market

Access cut to current players, but past stars flourish
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“Everything of his went crazy but then 
it settled down a little bit to where it was 
before,” Gola said.

One dead player whose autograph isn’t 
too in demand, however, is late Hall of 
Famer Bob Feller. That’s because Feller 
was known to sign his name on things 
frequently, flooding the market with his 
signature, Slusarek said.

“The old joke is the rare Bob Feller card 
is the one without his autograph,” he said.

But some other players such as Negro 
Leagues legend Satchel Paige, who played 
in the Majors at the end of his career, rarely 
signed things, making his signature more 
valued.

The Batters Box recently bought a signed 
card with Feller and Paige together.

Attention pays
Any players who are in the news — good 

or bad — seem to see higher prices for their 
autograph values, Slusarek said.

Even O.J. Simpson realized a price in-
crease to his autograph and cards in the 
time around his murder trial in the 1990s. 
Ironically, Simpson eventually was jailed on 
kidnapping and conspiracy charges relat-
ed to sports memorabilia

“People were sending cards to prison 
for him to sign and things like that,” Slu-
sarek said. 

The demand has leveled off in the years 
since then, he said, but there’s still a mar-
ket for O.J. memorabilia.

What raises value
Autographs on so-called premium items 

such as baseballs, bats, footballs and jer-
seys can raise the value. But the instru-
ment used on the item is important.

Blue ballpoint pens — not black — are 
best for baseballs, instead of markers that 
bleed. An autograph on an 8x11 photo, 
however, would be best for markers, Slu-
sarek said.

Sports cards are fine to get signed, but 
it also depends on what card and who the 
person is.

“A lot of people use cards to get signed 
because they’re easy to carry around,” Bat-
ters Box co-owner David Sedlmeier said. 
“Cards can be tricky though.”

Cards with a shiny finish can bleed or 
both if any kind of pen or marker touch-
es it. Other cards, especially older card-
board ones, have no problem taking a sig-

nature to it.
But Sedlmeier and Slusarek both agree 

you don’t want to have every card signed. 
For instance, a card worth three of four 
figures could be marred by a signature, 
whereas the value of a card that’s nor-
mally worth 50 cents could be greatly im-
proved with a signature.

“You’re not defacing it if it’s a card that’s 
not ultra expansive,” Sedlmeier said.

He said an autograph card of Paul Gold-
schmidt, a former Arizona Diamondbacks 
All-Star, could go for $20 whereas it’s not 
worth even a buck without the signature.

Of course, the autograph could be worth 
more for a player from a home market. 
However, that’s not always the case in Ar-
izona.

“Obviously, the Diamondbacks do better 
here than in Minnesota,” Slusarek said. “But 
here you got guys who want Yankees and 
Dodgers or wherever they’ve come from.”

Personalized autographs also lose some 
value. For instance, a Mickey Mantle au-
tograph wouldn’t be as valuable if it said, 
“To Dave...” on it or some similar person-
alized statement.

Slusarek said some modern players will 
deliberately put the autograph seeker’s 
name along with a signature to help re-
duce the chances of it being sold for big-
ger money.

Autographs of “steroid-era” players such 
as Barry Bonds, Roger Clemens and Mark 
McGwire have taken a hit in recent years, 
but they’re starting to rebound, Slusarek 
said. Bonds and Clemens, however, were 
denied entry into the Hall of Fame this win-
ter on their final shot on writer’ ballots.

Gola said in his opinion their non-election 
to the Hall of Fame won’t make a differ-
ence. He said “collectors are pretty intel-
ligent as far as that goes” and will always 
remember the asterisk associated with 
their statistics.

No matter what, Gola has an autograph 
that he has no plans on selling.

He does contracting work on the side 
and was able to secure a huge cutout of 
Mike Trout diving to make a catch from a 
Dick’s Sporting Goods construction site.

There were only four made for the store 
but only one survived. Making it even 
better, Trout signed it one day in 2016 at 
Tempe Diablo Stadium at a spring train-
ing game.

Gola plans to keep it hanging in his store 
near the door.

“I’ve already turned down $1,000,” Gola 
said. “It would probably go easy $3,000 to 
$5,000 because of its uniqueness.”

Jason Stone can be reached at jstone@iniusa.org. 
Visit yourvalley.net.

Mike Slusarek shows off a Nolan Ryan jersey with the autographs from 10 of the pitchers who have recorded at least 
3,000 strikeouts in the Major Leagues. The Batters Box in Phoenix got the jersey from a sports show in 2003. [Jason 
Stone/Independent Newsmedia]



can sign up to take the field with a player or 
announce a batter.
Most Interesting Stadium Tidbit: Peoria Sports 
Complex was the first spring training facility built 
to host two teams, and the Mariners and Padres 
have remained its tenants since 1994.

Salt River Fields at Talking Stick
Home: Arizona Diamondbacks and Colorado 
Rockies
Address: 7555 N. Pima Road, Scottsdale
Opened: 2011
Tickets: 480-312-2586
Features: 7,000 fixed seats in the grandstand 
and 4,000 lawn seats for a total estimated 
seating capacity of 11,000. However, the record 
attendance at Salt River Fields was set at 14,035 on 
March 16, 2019, when the Diamondbacks hosted 
the Cubs.
Most Unique Concessions Item: The Sonoran 
Hot Dog is a quarter-pound hot dog wrapped in 
hickory-smoked bacon and slow-cooked on the 
grill. Served on a freshly-baked bun and topped 
with pico de gallo, pinto ranch beans, and a drizzle 
of mayo. Also, the Talking Stick Mega Dog features 
a half-pound, foot-long hot dog topped with 
slow-smoked pulled pork and Southwest Mac-
n-Cheese, which is a blend of cheddar, jack, and 
Gouda cheese folded into cavatappi pasta and 
blended with green chilies. 
Best Known Ballpark Amenity: The Cold Stone 
Kids Fun Field is a family-focused destination 
where kids can take Wiffle ball batting practice 
and run the bases just like big leaguers.
Most Distinguishable Stadium Feature: A 
uniquely designed roof that mimics the traditional 
Native American ramada. 
Best Ballpark Game Tradition: Kids can run the 
bases after the game every Sunday. 
Most Interesting Stadium Tidbit: Salt River Fields 

is the first U.S. Green Building Council LEED Gold-
certified sports venue of its kind in the United 
States.

Sloan Park
Home: Chicago Cubs
Address: 2330 W. Rio Salado Parkway, Mesa.
Opened: 2014
Tickets: 1-800-THE-CUBS.
Features: Capacity of 15,000. Lighted stadium. 
Sloan Park is lovingly called “Wrigleyville West” by 
Cubs fans and locals. There are many homages to 
Wrigley Field at Sloan Park, from a replica marquee 
sign where fans can get their photos taken to 
the outfield berm that is shaped to resemble the 
bleachers in Chicago. The roof replicates parts of 
the Cubs’ home field in Chicago as well. 
Most Unique Concessions Item: Chicago Dog.
Best Known Ballpark Amenity: Player walkway.
Most Distinguishable Stadium Feature: 
Marquee. 
Best Ballpark Game Tradition: Singing “Go Cubs 
Go” after a Cubs win.
Most Interesting Stadium Tidbit: SRP Citrus 
Grove food trucks

Scottsdale Stadium
Home: San Francisco Giants
Address: 7408 E. Osborn Road, Scottsdale
Opened: 1992, with major renovations finished in 
the winter of 2021
Tickets: 480-312-2586
Features: 12,000 capacity
Most Unique Concessions Item: Brisket and 
pulled pork sandwiches straight from the smoker 
is a fan favorite.
Best Known Ballpark Amenity: Large selection 
of specialty beers, including San Francisco’s own 
Anchor Steam.
Most Distinguishable Stadium Feature: 
Picturesque views of Camelback Mountain and 
the McDowell Mountains.
Best Ballpark Game Tradition: Kids get to run 
the bases and seniors get to stroll the bases after 
every 1:05 p.m. game.
Most Interesting Stadium Tidbit: Scottsdale 
Stadium renovations were finished in time for 
spring training 2020. They are: A new clubhouse. 
Additional shaded areas for the Charros Lodge 
in right field. Upgrades to the main stadium 
entrance. An expanded press box. Upgrades to the 
right field concourse.
 
Surprise Stadium
Home: Kansas City Royals and Texas Rangers
Address: 15850 N. Bullard Ave., Surprise
Opened: 2003
Tickets: 623-222-2222 or 888-755-2583
Features: 7,000 fixed seats with the berm able to 
hold up to 3,600 people
Most Unique Concessions Item: Deliciousness 
evolves from the variety offered such as roasted 

corn with a bevy of seasonings, puffy tacos, 
Chuckie’s fried pork tenderloin sandwich, crispy 
fries (both wavy and curly), fresh elephant ears 
and a cool shaved iced “Snowie” offering more 
than 30 flavors. 
Best Known Ballpark Amenity: Fans might catch 
a glimpse of batting practice along the Sanderson 
Ford Concourse’s batting cages. From tee-work to 
casual baseball talk, this special amenity brings 
the game that much closer to fans.
Most Distinguishable Stadium Feature: The love 
for the game is prevalent with quotes from Babe 
Ruth, George Will, Bob Lemon, Bryant Gumbel, 
Red Smith and Humphrey Bogart. The lower deck 
concourse also features plaques commemorating 
the Rangers’ and Royals’ greatest players and 
managers as well as local community heroes.
Best Ballpark Game Tradition: To honor those 
who have served, Surprise honors a different 
military branch before each Sunday game. Branch 
members perform a flag raising and color guard 
ceremony before the national anthem.
Most Interesting Stadium Tidbit: The playing 
field in the stadium is named after the city’s first 
Parks and Recreation Director, Billy Parker. Parker 
played three years in the big leagues and hit a 
game winning home run in his first big league 
game. Billy’s love of youth sports can still be seen 
today in the city of Surprise’s youth program 
offerings.

Tempe Diablo Stadium
Home: Los Angeles Angels
Address: 2200 W. Alameda Drive, Tempe
Opened: 1968 with extensive renovation in 2005
Tickets: 480-858-7575
Features: 9,558 seats, six-plus practice fields and 
main stadium
Most Unique Concessions Item: A “tap room” 
near home plate offers four choices from Four 
Peaks, a brewery based in Tempe.
Best Known Ballpark Amenity: The grand 
entrance in front of the stadium is a well-known 
sight to behold. 
Most Distinguishable Stadium Feature: The 
iconic butte beyond left field of the stadium 
defines the spring training scene in Tempe. 
Renovations on the way: In summer 2021, the 
City of Tempe and the Los Angeles Angels reached 
an agreement on $50.9 million renovation to the 
ballpark in exchange for the Angels agreeing to 
stay in the ballpark through 2035. Renovations 
include a new home team clubhouse, which was 
finished in time for this spring training season. 
And in 2024, the ballpark will have new suites and 
new group event areas, a new outfield concourse, 
shade installation over the bowl seating, seat 
replacement, upgraded lighting and improving 
the Major League Baseball training facility and 
clubhouse.
Most Interesting Stadium Tidbit: Tempe 
Diablo Stadium was home to the Seattle Pilots/
Milwaukee Brewers franchise from 1969 to 1972. 
After a few years without a team, the facility took 
in the new Seattle Mariners in 1977. The Mariners 
moved to Peoria in 1993. The Angles moved in 
that spring and have trained in Tempe since.
Sources: Cactus League, City of Goodyear, City of Peoria, Twitter, Wikimedia 
Commons, azbex.com
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TRIVIA ANSWERS
1. 1954
2. The Chicago Cubs
3. Zero
4. California sends five
5. The Los Angeles Dodgers
6. Tucson
7. Jake Arrieta
8. The San Diego Padres are 367 miles from Petco Park
9. Frank Robinson managed the Cleveland Indians in 1975.
10. Gaylord Perry
11. Sloan Park in Mesa
12. Derrick Moore
13. Shohei Ohtani
14. The Seattle Mariners
15. The Cleveland Guardians, formerly the Indians
16. The Houston Astros



At Least There’s One Fair And Honest Mechanic!

www.litchfieldauto.net

(623) 882-8700
671 N 137th Avenue, Suite 106, Goodyear

Complete Auto Repair for Most Makes & Models:

• Check Engine Services

• Electrical Diagnoses

• Emissions & Engine Repairs

• Transmission Repairs

• A/C Heater

• Steering Services

• Suspension Work

• Full Brake Repairs

• General Auto Care

CONTACT US TODAY

Family Owned and Operated!

Free Diagnostic
for any concern when presenting coupon

(A $123 value)
Excluding Diesel and European vehicles

A UNIQUE

Sushi • Noodle & Grill 
Steak Sushi Bar 

RESTAURANT EXPERIENCE

Everyday: 11am - 10pm 
17191 N. Litchfi eld Rd., Suite 40 • Surprise

623-546-7669
www.unisushisteak.com

Lunch 

Specials

11am-3pm

Happy Hour 
3pm - closing Every Day 

Beer & Wine • Cocktail
Appetizer • Sushi & Roll

20% OFF
Any Purchase

Dine-In Only. Excludes Happy Hour Menu
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offers. 

Not valid on Take-Out. exp date 3/15/22

Dine-In or Take-Out

15456 N 99th Ave (at Greenway) Sun City, AZ

623-972-3311
paulieslittlebiteofitaly.com

COME TRY OUR:
PIZZA
LASAGNA
HOMEMADE SAUSAGE
PAULIE’S SCAMPI
And much, much more!

Enjoy our full bar 
and outside patio seating!

LIVE  
MUSIC

ENJOYING WONDERFUL, HOME-COOKED ITALIAN FOOD 
WHILE CELEBRATING ALL THINGS... ITALIAN!!!

Celebrating 30 Years!
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ciano has a good arm but question if he 
has the speed to stay at shortstop. It’s 
possible he may end up at third or right 
field instead.

Joey Bart, C, 16th
San Francisco can’t just have anybody 

behind the plate.
After future Hall of Fam-

er and three-time World 
Series champion Buster 
Posey hung up the cleats 
at the end of 2021, his 
heir-apparent is ready to 
take over.

Bart, now baseball’s 
third-ranked catching prospect and top 
among Cactus League teams, has long 
been near the top of MLB Pipeline’s list of 
top prospects. He made his major league 
debut filling in for Posey in 2020, who sat 
out the pandemic-affected season. Bart 
played 33 of the 60-game season that year 
but was sent back down to the minors 
when Posey returned in 2021. Bart played 
only two major league games last year.

The 2018 second overall pick out of 
Georgia Institute of Technology hits for 
good average and decent power. Now the 
25-year-old Georgia native just needs to 
make his major league look a little more 
like his minor league one. He is still con-
sidered a rookie in 2022.

Bart has played in the last three spring 
trainings in Scottsdale.

Luis Matos, OF, 77th
Heliot Ramos, OF, 80th
Kyle Harrison, LHP, 99th

TEMPE DIABLO STADIUM
Los Angeles Angels
Reid Detmers, LHP, 23rd
Detmers is the top left-handed pitching 

prospect in baseball. The Il-
linois native was drafted as 
the 10th overall pick out of 
the University of Louisville 
in 2020. His first pro sea-
son in 2021 started in Dou-
ble-A, passed through Tri-
ple-A and ended with five 

starts in the majors.
The 22-year-old had a good year in the 

minors — a 3.19 ERA and 15.7 strikeouts 
per nine innings — but struggled in his cup 

of coffee in the bigs, posting a 7.40 ERA.
His fast rise also made him shoot up 

MLB Pipeline’s rankings, moving from 
74th to 23rd.

Detmers will be in line for a decent work-
load as he returns to Tempe for his sec-
ond spring training as the team decides 
at what point of the season he’ll be added 
a big league rotation that includes Noah 
Syndergaard and AL MVP Shohei Ohtani.

Sam Bachman, RHP, 87th
Jordyn Adams, OF

SLOAN PARK
Chicago Cubs
Brennen Davis, OF, 14th
Davis went to Chandler Basha High 

School where he helped 
the Bears win a state 6A 
basketball title while win-
ning defensive player of 
the year honors. After 
that, he focused on base-
ball and was drafted by the 
Cubs in the second round 

in 2018.
The 22-year-old outfielder’s 2021 start-

ed in High-A, through Double-A and ended 
in Triple-A. The quick rise shot Davis from 
61st all the way to 14th among MLB Pipe-
line’s prospect ranks. He is the third-ranked 
outfield prospect in the game.

Davis provides a good combo of pow-
er and speed, though both need to be 
developed a little more if he’s going to 
have a 30-30 season in the majors. He 
notched 19 homers and eight steals in 
the minors last year.

Davis has played in the last two spring 
trainings in Mesa, but has only hit 4 for 22.

Brailyn Marquez, LHP, 86th
Cristian Hernandez, SS

HOHOKAM STADIUM
Oakland Athletics
Tyler Soderstrom, C, 42nd
Soderstrom is the eighth-ranked catch-

ing prospect in baseball 
and has also played some 
first base. He was select-
ed 26th overall out of high 
school in the 2020 draft.

The Northern California 
native slugged 12 homers 
in 57 games in Single-A last 
year and hit three doubles 

and a single in 10 at-bats during last spring 
training in Mesa.

Max Muncy. SS
Not to be confused with the Dodgers’ 

star first baseman with 
the same name, who was 
also drafted by the A’s. The 
younger Muncy is a South-
ern California native who 
was drafted 25th overall 
out of high school by Oak-
land in 2021.

Nick Allen. SS/2B

Mark Carlisle can be reached at mcarlisle@iniusa.
org or found on Twitter @mwcarlisle.

YourValley.net

Daily news at 
your fingertips.
Sign up for your daily 
newsletter today.



Mon - Sat 8:00 am - 8:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

www.TheLinksGrill.com

18823 N Country Club Pkwy 
Peoria, Az 85382

DAILY SPECIALS
MONDAY: 

Pizza & Wings
TACO TUESDAY: 

Starting at $5.99
WEDNESDAY: 
Pasta Night 

choose from a variety 
of pastas starting at $8.99

THURSDAY: 
Burger Night

FRIDAY: 
Fish Fry

SATURDAY: 
Prime Rib
SUNDAY: 

All Day Happy Hour
In our Full Bar

BEST ASIAN FOOD 
IN TOWN 

17119 N. Litchfield, Ste. 20 • Surprise 
623-584-9198

• AMERICAN STYLE
• CHINESE STYLE
• JAPANESE STYLE

Bell Rd

Grand Ave.

Li
tc

hf
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ld

NO
MSG

Crab Legs Now 
Available For Dinner & 

Sunday!

15% OFF BUFFET
And Take Out Order

CHINA BUFFET

Not valid with any other offer or on holidays. 
Expires 3-15-22

SPRTRN

5 Years in the area!

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT THE DOOR

We have 10 flavors of ice 
cream to choose from! WE ARE OPEN!

NOW DOING ONLINE 
ORDERING AT 

HTTP://GO KITCHEN DIRECT.
COM/CHINABUFFETAZ.PHP

Fine Quality Olive Oils & Balsamic Vinegars

623.877.6553
www.olive-gourmet.com

Bring this Ad in
to receive 

20% OFF 
One Bottle Any Size

Not valid with other offers or prior purchases.

STR

Olive Gourmet 
Taste the Difference!

9824 W. Northern Ave. Suite 1810 Peoria
In Park West Mall
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Mesa Ranger District, Mesa
Located north and east of Apache Junc-

tion, the popular Lower Salt River and Can-
yon Lake are in this district. Mesa Ranger 
District is notable for its popular water ac-
tivities. The Salt River that cuts through the 
Mesa Ranger District is the home of Arizo-
na’s famous Salt River Tubing.

ZOOS
Phoenix Zoo

Beginning in 1962 with Operation Oryx, 
one of the world’s most successful glob-
al wildlife conservation programs, the zoo 
has become renowned for its contributions 
to conservation science. Today, more than 
7,000 Arabian oryx exist worldwide, setting 
a precedent for subsequent Phoenix Zoo 
conservation initiatives involving Black-foot-
ed ferrets, Chiricahua leopard frogs, nar-
row-headed gartersnake, thick-billed par-
rots, Mexican wolves and others.

Wildlife World Zoo, 
Litchfield Park

Home to Arizona’s largest collection of 
exotic animals with more than 600 species. 
The aquarium features more than 75 indoor 
exhibits including stingrays guests can feed, 
penguins, otters and sharks plus rides, and 
a petting zoo.

WALKING AROUND
Old Town Scottsdale

Browse the Fifth Avenue shops, try on Na-
tive American jewelry in Historic Old Town 
or visit Scottsdale Fashion Square. Visit one 
of Old Town’s restaurants, check out the 
weekly Scottsdale ArtWalk, or hit the En-
tertainment District.

Historic Downtown 
Glendale

Old Towne’s brick-trimmed sidewalks and 
glowing gaslights lead the way to eateries, 
antique shops and specialty stores.

MUSEUMS
Arizona Museum 

of Natural History, Mesa
The only natural history museum in the 

greater Phoenix area, it exhibits the natural 
and cultural history of the Southwestern U.S.

Musical Instrument  
Museum, Phoenix

A museum that focuses on the kind of 
instruments played every day by people 
worldwide. MIM has a collection of more 
than 8,000 instruments from more than 200 

countries with galleries that reflect the di-
versity and history of many world cultures.

Heard Museum, Phoenix
Dedicated to the advancement of Ameri-

can Indian art, the Heard presents the stories 
of American Indian people from a first-per-
son perspective, as well as exhibitions that 
showcase the beauty and vitality of tradi-
tional and contemporary art.

Phoenix Art Museum
The Southwest’s largest art museum, pre-

senting world-class art in the heart of down-
town Phoenix. Exhibitions are shown along-
side the museum’s collection of more than 
19,000 objects of American, Asian, Euro-
pean, Latin American, Western American, 
modern and contemporary art, photogra-
phy and fashion design.

Arizona Science Center, Phoenix
A learning journey with more than 300 

hands-on exhibits, the Irene P. Flinn Giant 
Screen Theater, and a state-of-the-art Dor-
rance Planetarium.

Arizona Military Museum, Phoenix
Celebrating Arizona’s military history, the 

raw adobe building was constructed in 1936 
as a Depression-era public works project. It 
served as a National Guard arsenal until World 
War II, when it was converted into a main-

tenance shop for German prisoners of war 
confined at a nearby POW camp.

Alwun House, Phoenix
Alwun House is a nonprofit volun-

teer-based arts organization in downtown 
Phoenix’s historic Garfield neighborhood 
and has been exhibiting out-of-the-ordi-
nary performances pushing downtown’s 
cutting-edge since 1971.

CASINOS
Desert Diamond Casino West Valley, 

Glendale
With more than 75,000 square feet of 

gaming space, Desert Diamond Casino West 
Valley features slots, table games, a Pok-
er Room, and a Bingo Hall. Plus, there are 
dining options, two bars, and a wine and 
spirits shop.

Casino Arizona, Scottsdale
Offers guests gaming, dining and enter-

tainment.
Gila River Gaming

Gila River Gaming Enterprises features 
three casinos in the Phoenix area: Wild Horse 
Pass Hotel & Casino in Chandler, Lone Butte 
Casino in Chandler, and Vee Quiva Hotel & 
Casino in Laveen Village.

Mountain biking is just one of the ways to enjoy Lake Pleasant Regional Park in Peoria. [Steve Stockmar/
Independent Newsmedia]



MON-SAT 8AM TIL 5:30PM
SUN: 9AM TIL 5PM

$99 DELIVERS TO MOST AREAS IN MARICOPA COUNTY! E. Shea

Via Linda

10
1
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Frank Lloyd Wright

480-767-1800 • 602.547.5989
WWW.SUNVALLEYNURSERY.COM

480-767-1800 • 480-767-1800 • 
11416 E. Desert Cove Ave • Scottsdale 85259

Sun Valley Nursery,LLC

LARGE BOX TREE GROWER’S! IT’S WORTH THE DRIVE FROM ANYWHERE!

EXOTIC PALMS CARIBBEAN HEDGE
Perfect for privacy and to 

block unwanted views

PINEAPPLE PALM

100’s to choose from

PROFESSIONALLY  PLANTED & GUARANTEED!

Thousands to choose from arriving weekly from our 
farms

Premium Date, Foxtail and Pigmy Palms
2-3FT

PIGMY PALM
$19.99 $599STARTING AT 3 FOR

3 FOR $599  PREMIUM SHRUBS
 BUY 3 GET

1 FREE
Sage 
Honeysuckle
Lantana
(Gold, Red, 
Purple, White, Pink) 
Purple Fountain
Grass

LARGE BOX TREES 

$599STARTING AT 3 FOR

PROFESSIONALLY  PLANTED & GUARANTEED!

FREE AT HOME
CONSULTATION!

Let our Pros design 
your yard!

 FREE Planting on all box trees!
Plus Buy 5 box trees get the 6th one FREE

20% OFF ALL POTS !

100’s to choose from arriving weekly!

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Oleander
(Red, White, Pink) 
Hibiscus
Rosemary
Little John
Yellow Bells
Oleander and 
much more! 

BEST TIME TO PLANT IS NOW!
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